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School Changes
Sta! Writer: Conor McKenney

     "is year, the Anselmo-Merna 
school under went many changes, 
on the inside and out.
      One of the largest projects of 
the summer was the new roof. 
"e high school portion of the 
roof received an update. "e rock 
taken o! of the roof was then used 
to help eleminate the reocurring 
potholes and standing water that 
was o#en a problem in the student 
parking lot on the west side of the 
school.
      Another large change to the 
building was the new air condition-
ing unit put in sections of the high 
school, gym, kitchen and commons 
area. "is new system will allow for 
a consistent temperature through-
out the building and easier control.
      "e gymnasium also received a 
makeover this summer. Mats that 
were picked out by selected stu-
dents last year were installed on the 
east and west walls. "e $oor was 
also sanded and painted. 
Randy and Kim Leibhart donated 

new basketball backboards which 
replaced the older ones. "e mats 
in the activities building were re-
covered.
      Several areas thoughout the 
school received new carpet this 
summer. New carpet was laid in the 
high school library and band room, 
along with the benches in the gym.
       "e elementary also experi-
enced changes. "e playground 
had new sod placed to make the 
area more safe and comfortable for 
the students while they are out at 
recess. 
    Painting was done to the outside 
of the activities building as well as 
in several di!erent areas around the 
building.   
      New technology was also pur-
chased for the school. New copiers 
were purchased for the main o%ce, 
art room, libraries and selected 
classrooms to help eleminate prob-
lems with printing. New Macbook 
Airs were also purchased for the 
junior high students. 

Color Week: 
!eme: 

Light ‘Em Up

Monday: 
Apocalypse Day 

Tuesday: 
Fake Your Own Injury 

 Mrs. Irresistible

Wednesday: 
Color War Day 
Mr. Irresistible

!ursday: 
Duck Dynasty/Redneck Day 

Friday: 
Spirit Day

Candidates:
 King: 

Ryan Boyd, Dusty Chandler,      
Adam Christen, Ryan Halouska

Queen: 
Lindsey Burnett, Danielle Gibson, 
Megan Max, and Mackenize Myers



New Teachers
Sta! Writer: Megan Max

Name: J.D. Furrow 

What do you teach?
High School Math 

How long have you been teaching?
17 years 

Are you married?
Yes, to Christi Furrow 

Do you have kids?
Yes, Matt-19, Aaron-16, Jacob-11, 
Andrew-9, Caleb-6

What are your hobbies?
Family and Sports

Where did you grow up?
Mullen, NE

If you could teach any other 
subject, what would it be?
Physics

If you had the opportunity to 
choose a di"erent career, what 
would you choose?
I kinda like what I do. Maybe a 
school lawyer

Name: Katie Hoblyn

What do you teach?
 Library/ Business/ Science

How long have you been teaching? 
5 years at Sandhills Public School 
and 1st year at Anselmo-Merna.

Where did you grow up?
Ansley, NE

If you could teach any other 
subject, what would it be?
Math

Where are you currently living? 
Merna, NE

If you had the opportunity to 
choose a di"erent career, what 
would you choose?
Anything working with animals. 

Do you have pets?
Dog named Duke

Name: Cierra Anderson

What do you teach?
"e greatest subject ever, history.

Do you have kids? 
I would include my dog in this but 
then I’d be THAT single girl so no. 

Where did you grow up? 
Plainview, NE on a ranch just 
outside of town.

If you could teach any other 
subject, what would it be? 
De&nitely English.

If you had the opportunity to 
choose a di"erent career, what 
would you choose?
I wouldn’t be happy if I wasn’t 
teaching, it’s my passion, but I’d 
also like to persue rodeo at some 
point in my life.

How do you like teaching at 
Anselmo-Merna?
I love it. I couldn’t have started my 
teaching career at a better school. 
"e kids, administrators, facility, 
community, and coworkers are top 
of the line and I feel truly blessed 
to be a part of it.
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New Teachers
Sta! Writer: Megan Max

Name: Kat Mundorf

What do you teach?
1st Grade

How long have you been teaching? 
12 years

Are you married?: 
Yes, to Jason Mundorf

 Do you have kids? 
Yes, Joel-14, Jack-10, and Maggie-6

What are your hobbies?
Reading gossip magazines, clean-
ing, organizing, shopping, and 
traveling 

Where did you grow up?
Born in Indiana, but grew up in 
Georgia

If you could teach any other 
subject, what would it be? 
Reading

What other career choice would 
you choose, if possible?
Nursing

How do you like teaching at 
Anselmo-Merna? 
I love it!!! "e Sta! and kids are so 
welcoming!

Name: Tanner Dunbar

What do you teach? 

I teach 8-12th grade Agricultur-
al Education. I strive to educate 
students about career opportunities 
and show them that Agriculture is 
not just farming and ranching. 

Are you married? 
Yes! Brianna and I were married 
July 14th, 2012

Where did you grow up?

I grew up 7 miles east of Sargent. 
I graduated from Sargent High 
School in 2008. I also spent a large 
amount of time growing up on our 
farm east of Taylor.

How do you like teaching at 

Anselmo-Merna? 
From day one I have enjoy teach-
ing here. In my opinion we have 
one of the best schools in Central 
Nebraska. The students are very 
respectful and have a great work 
ethic. Our staff is not only fun to be 
around, but they are pushing kids 
to be the best that they can be. Also, 
our communities are very support-
ive of our entire school system.

Name: Jason Mundorf

What do you teach?
Leadership, accountability, and 
staying positive in the school com-
munity! Years ago I taught business 
and some math classes. 

How long have you been 
in education?
14 years

Are you married?
Yes, to Kat Mundorf for 16 years.

Do you have kids?
Yes, Joel-14, Jack-10, and Maggie-6

Where did you grow up?
Elgin, NE

What other career choice would 
you choose, if possible?
Sports broadcast/ talk-show/ ESPN, 
Hunting guide, or Detective. (Ho-
micide)

How do you like being at 
Anselmo-Merna? 
I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
at A-M. "e students and sta! have 
been great. We all are fortunate 
to have a great school in a good 
community. Not everyone is this 
fortunate!
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New Teachers
Sta! Writer Megan Max

Name: Karmajo Hill

Position at A-M: 
Book Keeper

Are you married? 
Yes, for 25 years to Eric Hill

Do you have kids?
Yes, Dallas-29, Aryka-25, 
Skylar-23.

What are your hobbies?
Spending time with my family, 
especially my grandchildren. 
I also enjoy cooking and baking.

Where did you grow up? 
Overton, NE

If you had the opportunity to 
choose a di"erent career, what 
would you choose?
I would be a doctor

Do you have pets? 
Yes, they are my four legged kids. 
Cooper- male, and Peanut- female. 
"ey are both Jack Russell Terriers

How do you like working at 
Anselmo-Merna? 
I love working here. I love being 
around the kids.

      "is year FFA program has seen 
a large increase in enrollment over 
last year.
      “I am excited that the number of 
students in FFA has doubled since 
last year,” said FFA sponsor Mr. 
Dunbar. “It is great to see this many 
students ready to participate and be 
so active in FFA.” 
      "ere are 39 high school mem-
bers and 13 junior high members as 
of September 18th. 
      On September 12th, Mr. 
Dunbar took 29 of his FFA students 
to Husker Harvest Days. 
      “A big reason that I like to take 
students to Husker Harvest Days is 
because of the food drive. We col-
lected 230 cans for our donation to 
the food drive. We had almost 140 
pounds of food,” said Mr. Dunbar. 
“I also want students to go see the 
latest agriculture technology and 
see how it is actually used.” 
     On September 17th, the FFA 
team competed at in range-judg-
ing at Gates. In the senior division, 
Danielle Gibson placed 37th out of 
150 students. Doug Finney received 
39th, Kylen "ompson got 48th, 
Mack Myers placed 53rd, and 
Libbie Cramer received 59th place. 
In the junior division, Mitchell Bur-
nett placed 31st out of 240 students. 
Shaun Christen got 62nd, Shelby 
Spanel received 80th, Seth Spanel 
got 87th, and Lane West placed 
103rd. 
      For those that are wondering 
about joining FFA, Mr. Dunbar 
stated, “Ag is much more than just 
farming and ranching, it could be 
from landscaping to leadership. "e 
biggest thing I believe is that there 
is something for everyone in FFA.”

FFA
Sta! Writer: Ryan Boyd

      "e Anselmo-Merna 3rd
graders have some exciting news—
they have pen pals!  Every year 
our writing curriculum begins 
with practicing writing letters, and 
since everyone loves getting mail, I 
thought that pen pals seemed like 
a good idea.  "e kids will get to 
practice writing with a purpose, 
conventions, grammar, and they 
would get to have friends in anoth-
er city.  I contacted Shelly Whit-
taker, who teaches third grade at 
Northeast Elementary in Kearney, 
NE, and she agreed that pen pals 
sounded fun and that her students 
would enjoy it!  My students began 
writing their letters last week, and 
had &nished their writing process 
by Friday.  
      Along with our letters, we sent 
some Land Alive Kettle Corn, as 
we wanted to share something 
from our community with our new 
friends.  We are writing to a class of 
21 students, so some of my students 
get more than one pen pal!  Every-
one is excited to meet new friends, 
hear their stories and learn what life 
is like for them!  
      I think that these kids will learn 
a lot from this project, because 
although we are only a little over an 
hour apart, we live in two di!erent 
worlds!  "e kids were thrilled of 
the idea of Skyping and maybe even 
meeting their pen pals in person!  
We are eager to build new rela-
tionships with our new friends at 
Northeast Elementary!

!ird Grade News
Mrs. Marshall
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Volleyball
Sta! Writer: Kelsey "ompson

        "e A-M Lady Coyotes began 
their year with a new coaching 
sta!. Cierra Anderson is the new 
head coach, and Katie Hoblyn 
is the assistant coach. "e ladies 
started their season with a home 
opener on September 5th, facing 
the Twin Loup Lady Wolves and 
the Ansley-Litch&eld Spartans. 
"e &rst game the Lady Coyotes 
worked hard but came up short of 
a win.  "e Coyotes lost to Twin 
Loup 11-25 and the second set 18-
25.  Shaelynn Laible led the ladies 
with 2 kills. Tami Myers led the 
Lady Coyotes in digs with 5. In the 
second game of the night, the Lady 
Coyotes fell to Ansley-Litch&eld, 
10-25 and 17-25. Kelsey "ompson 
led the way with ace serves with 3.  
Kenzie McMullen had 3 kills to lead 
the Coyotes, and T. Myers had nine 
digs on the night.
      On September 6th, the ladies 
traveled to Dunning to face the 
Sandhills-"edford Knights. "e 
Lady Coyotes fell short in three 
sets, 6-25, 12-25, and 13-25. T. 
Myers, "ompson, McMullen and 
Laible all had 2 kills on the night.  
Megan Max had 7 set assists.
       Tuesday, September 10th, the 
Lady Coyotes traveled to 

Pleasanton, where they faced again 
the Ansley-Litch&eld Lady Spar-
tans, along with the Pleasanton 
Lady Bulldogs.  In the &rst match 
against the Lady Bulldogs, the Lady 
Coyotes fought hard but fell short, 
20-25 and 23-25. McMullen had 3 
kills while Max tallied 9 set assists. 
Renae Finney added 3 ace serves. 
"e Lady Coyotes lost 4-25 and 17-
25 to the Lady Spartans. "omp-
son had two kills on the night and 
Brathe Myers had 4 digs. Max had 9 
set assists.
      On Saturday, the 14th, the ladies 
took a road trip to Callaway to play 
in the Seven Valley’s tournament.  
"e Lady Coyotes started their day 
o! playing Brady in the &rst round 
of the tournament. "e Coyotes fell 
short of a win, 11-25 and 11-25.  
Laible led the ladies with 3 kills and 
Max had 3 set assists. B. Myers had 
6 digs.  
      For the second game of the day, 
the ladies faced the South Loup 
Lady Bobcats.  In a heartbreaker, 
the Coyotes fell short 23-25 and 10-
25.  Laible led the Coyotes in kills 
with 3 and aces with 4. "omp-
son had 3 total blocks. Ashley 
Markham had 6 digs.
      On "ursday, September 19th, 

the girls traveled to Spalding to play 
Spalding/Spalding Academy. "e 
girls lost in 4 sets, 17-25, 25-20, 21-
25, 5-25. T. Myers and Heather Da-
vis each had 4 kills and Laible had 
7 kills. "ompson had 14 service 
points, and Markham had 20 digs.
      "e Lady Coyotes hosted the 
Mullen Broncos on Friday, 
September 20th. "e ladies fought 
hard but lost in three sets, 26-28, 
14-25, and 20-25. Max had 5 ace 
serves, and Davis had 4 kills on 
the night. Markham and Laible 
each had 14 digs in the hard fought 
match.
      “I liked the girls’ work ethic, 
enthusiasm and outgoing personal-
ities,” stated Coach Anderson.
       On Tuesday, September 24th, 
the ladies hit the road and traveled 
to Elm Creek to play in a quad. "e 
Coyotes played South Loup and lost 
in three sets, 25-17, 16-25, 25-27.  
Davis led the ladies in kills with 7.  
Max had 6 aces and Markham had 
19 digs.  
      In the second match of the night 
the ladies played Elm Creek and 
lost in two sets, 11-25 and 8-25. T. 
Myers had 2 kills, Markham had 2 
aces and Max had 7 service points.
        Volleyball continued on page 6
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Football
Sta! Writer: Adam Christen

       On August 30th, the Coyotes 
opened their season against the 
South Loup Bobcats."e Coyotes 
started strong and kept a healthy 
lead throughout the &rst quarter. 
"e Coyotes continue to play tough 
and held the Bobcats to a scoreless 
&rst half, bring a hal#ime score of 
34-0. During the third quarter, the 
Bobcats fought back and were able 
to score 12 points and hold the 
Coyotes at 34. "e fourth quarter 
brought a lot of action but both 
teams were unable to score. "e 
Coyotes picked up their &rst win 
with a &nal score of 34-12. 
      "e leaders in rushing were 
Troy Gilligan with 108 yards, Trent 
Geiser with 74 yards and Keenan 
Stupka with 42. Gilligan also was 6 
for 9 on passing, with 168 passing 
yards.    
     On September 13th, the Coyotes 
traveled to Dunning to play the 
Sandhill/"edford Knights. In the 
&rst quarter, the Coyotes put up 22 
points, while the Knights were able 
to put up 12.  In the 2nd quarter, 
the Knights were able to score 14 
points and hold the Coyotes at 22, 
leaving the score at hal#ime, 22-
26. In the third quarter the Coy-
otes scored 8 points and held the 
Knights to only scoring 6 points. 

"e Coyotes continued to add to 
the scoreboard, scoring 12 points 
while holding the Knights. "e &nal 
score of the game was 42-32, earn-
ing the Coyotes their second win.
     Kylen "ompson rushed 10 
yards while Collin Safranek had 2 
rushing yards. Defensively, Justin 
Wells had 7 solo tackles. Gilligan 
was 6 for 15 with 173 yards and 3 
touchdowns.
     On September 20th, the Coy-
otes played the Mullen Broncos 
at home. In the &rst quarter, the 
Coyotes led 16-6.  "ey continued 
to play strong through the second 
quarter adding 14 points; the Bron-
cos were able to put up 12 points 
ending the &rst half with a score of 
30-18. In the third quarter, the Coy-
otes were able to score 8 and hold 
the Broncos. "e game ended with 
a &nal score of 38-18. K. Stupka had 
10 carries for 77 yards and Shaun 
Christen had 3 catches for 36 yards.  
Defensively, "ompson had 11 total 
tackles, Seth Spanel had 2, and T. 
Chandler had 6. Look in the next 
edition of the Howler for highlights 
from Coyote vs SEM game on 
September 27th.

Volleyball Cont.

“I love being the volleyball head 
coach for one reason and that’s the 
girls,” stated Coach Anderson. “I 
couldn’t be coaching better girls 
and that’s what makes my job so 
enjoyable!”
       "e Lady Coyotes’ next game 
will be Tuesday, October 1st in 
Taylor.

A-M Highlight: Girls Golf
Sta! Writer: Bailee Maring

     "is year, Taya Klein continues 
to &ll the role of A-M’s lone golfer. 
In order to participate in golf, Taya 
coops with the other eight golfers 
on the Broken Bow High School 
golf team. 
      Taya began gol&ng last year 
when the attempts to start a golf 
team at A-M failed due to lack of 
interest. She continued to golf this 
year because she found it to be 
something she really enjoyed and 
had fun getting to know new people 
and interact with di!erent schools.
    Taya’s two main goals for this 
year are to place at a meet and beat 
her personal record.
     “Golf ss fun,” said Klein. “I’m not 
very coordinated so golf works just 
perfect or me!”
 Taya’s motto is “Swing hard 
in case you hit it.” Good luck Taya 
throughout the season! 
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JH Volleyball
Sta! Writer: Tami Myers

Cross Country
Sta! Writer:Tami Myers

JH Football
Sta! Writer: Conor McKenney

     Cross Country started o! the 
season with their &rst meet on 
September 5th at Gibbon. Libbie 
Cramer started the year strong 
&nishing in &rst place with a time 
of 21.11, Jadyn Stover &nished 32nd 
with a time of 27.38, and Tracie 
Myers at 46th out of 67 participants 
with a time of 30.06. Adam Chris-
ten began his season with an 11th 
place &nish with a time of 19.31. 
Ryan Boyd &nished 30th place out 
of 83 participatns with a time of 
21.17. 
     On September 14th, the Cross 
Country team competed in their 
second meet in Broken Bow. 
Cramer &nished 5th with a time of 
20.16, Stover &nished 31st with a 
time of 23.47, and Myers &nished 
62nd  had a time of 28.09. Christen 
&nished 16th with a time of 18.20 
and Boyd &nished 33rd with a time 
of 20.20. 
     "e team traveled to their third 
meet in Ravenna on September 
19th. Cramer &nished the race in 
1st with a time of 21.58, Stover    
&nished 26th with a time of 25.09, 
and Myers &nished 57th with a 
time of 29.57. Christen &nished the 
race with 14th with a time of 19.59 
and Boyd &nished with 33rd with a 
time of 21.34.

     "e junior high volleyball team 
began their season with an A and B 
game against the Ansely-Litch&eld 
Lady Spartans. In a back and forth 
match, the A team fell short, losing 
1-2. "e B team fought a tough 
battle and came out the victors, 
winning 2-1.
     "eir next game came against 
the Twin Loup Lady Bobcats. Un-
fortunately, it was a loss for both 
the A and B team.
     On September 16th, the Lady 
Coyotes played South Loup. In a 
close match, the A team fell short 
1-2. "e B team ended in a tie, 2-2.
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     Another year of junior high foot-
ball has begun. "e team, consist-
ing of ten boys, is coached by Mr. 
McIntosh and Mr. Hoyt.
     On September 16th, the Coy-
otes kicked o! their season with a 
home game against the South Loup 
Bobcats. "e Coyotes fought hard 
and battled through the length of 
the game, but unfortunately fell to 
the Bobcats, 36-58.
     "e JH will continue their sea-
son with their next game on Mon-
day, September 30th at home. "ey 
will play Overton.

Upcoming JH Games:

October:
     7th: VB/FB @ Litch&eld

     12th: VB Tournament 
                @ Callaway

     14th: VB/FB vs SMC

     21st: VB/FB @ Taylor



 We’ve all heard the old 
adage “we’ve got to talk”.  As a child, 
I wasn’t always excited to hear that 
phrase from my parents, my prin-
cipals,  my teachers, or anyone else 
important in my life. "at phrase 
was usually the pre-cursor to a 
well-deserved “chewing out” for 
something I shouldn’t have done.  
Growing up in Elgin, my teachers 
knew my parents well and they 
did a good job of communicating 
when I wasn’t meeting their expec-
tations.  Unfortunately for me, that 
was more o#en than it should have 
been!
 Fast forward thirty years 
and today we seem to have more 
communication devices than ever 
and a number of mediums for 
people to reach each other.  In 
some ways, this has helped society, 
in other ways it’s probably hurt 
society, and we could all make 
arguments on both sides.  As a 
school administrator, I see several 
advantages to today’s communi-
cation.  One is the opportunity to 
communicate information from 
the classrooms home in a variety of 
ways to illustrate how a student is 
doing.  "rough our PowerSchool 
website, parents can follow how 
their child is doing in classes with 
their grades. In this reporting, I 
believe schools are doing a much 
better job today of communicating 
when students do good things and 
not just when they don’t.  (I did 
deserve some good reports back in 
Elgin too!)  Rhonda Hoyt can assist 
any parent in accessing their child’s 
PowerSchool information.  Please 
contact her and see how easy it is to 
follow your child’s grades.
Teachers are also doing a great job 
of communicating when assign-

We’ve Got To Talk!
By: Jason Mundorf, Superintendent/Elementary Principal

ments are due and what’s happen-
ing in their classrooms so parents 
can know when their child has 
homework and when they don’t. 
As a part of that e!ort, our sta! has 
launched on-line lesson plans and 
assignment calendars through our 
school website.  By doing this, our 
teachers report what they are doing 
in class, when assignments are due, 
and how they plan to teach their 
lessons.  Accessing this information 
is also very easy!  Simply go to the 
A-M web page found at http://a-
mps.fesdev.org/ Once you access 
the page, go to the sta! button and 
click the “directory” from the drop-
down menu.  "is will pull up a 
page that has all of our sta! mem-
bers.  From there, choose the teach-
er and their lesson plan books and 
assignment calendars are linked on 
their personal web pages.  When 
you click their “plan book”, you are 
redirected to the planbookedu.com 
website and you will see several 
months.  Choose the week you’d 
like to examine and you will be 
directed to lesson plans and assign-
ment due dates for that teacher’s 
week.  You can see what your child 
will be doing in class, how their 
teacher will present material, and 
any assignments that are due.  It is 
our hope that this communication 
will help you better understand 
what’s happening in class and when 
you child should be studying.
Also on our website, we have a link 
on the main page for our school’s 
activities calendar maintained by 
Mr. Max.  "is calendar tells you 
what’s happening at A-M in an 
updated fashion so you can coor-
dinate your school and home life.  
"ere doesn’t have to be any more 
questions about what events are 

happening at the school, etc.
Technology has made communi-
cation quicker, more e%cient, and 
timely.  It is our hope that through 
our online lesson plans and com-
munication, you will be able to 
follow your child more easily and 
e!ectively.  Times have changed 
and the phrase “we’ve got to talk” 
now doesn’t have to be associated 
with a negative situation.  Instead, 
it might mean you want to con-
gratulate your student on a job well 
done!
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Elementary parents and family 
members: student artwork galleries 
are online again this year:

http://a-mps.fesdev.org/vnews/
display.v/SEC/Elementary%20
School%7CElementary%20Art 

Reminder


