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    On November 12th, the Anselmo-Merna school hosted a Veterans Day 
program in the high school gymnasium. The program began with the 
7th-12th grade band playing “Patriotic Snippets.” The American Legion 
Post #50 and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #6215 then presented the 
colors. Reverend Glen Emert, the retired United Methodist Minister, led 
the Invocation. Girls State representative Courtney Adams led the crowd 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. The junior high and high school choir then 
sang “Blades of Grass and Pure White Stones.” Mr. Max then introduced 
the guest speaker, SSG Timothy McCaslin. McCaslin recognized all the 
current and former members of the armed services, and left the audience 
with a greater appreciation of the veterans. Rev. Glen Emert led the 
audience in the Benediction. The program ended with the retiring of the 
colors.

Veterans Day Program
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Quiz Bowl
Staff Writer: Ryan Boyd

 On November 7th, the 
Anselmo-Merna Quiz Bowl team 
traveled to Halsey for their first 
competition. The participants 
included Ryan Boyd, Rebecca 
McDermott, Shaun Christen, 
Collin Safranek, Troy Gilligan, 
Aaron Furrow, Mitchell Burnett, 
Sydney Wells, and Lucas Miller. 
Mrs. Hardy is the team sponsor. 
 At this competition, 
students from all participating 
schools were split into teams, allow-
ing students to work together with 
students from other schools. The 
A-M students did very well. Miller’s 
team placed third overall, and Fur-
row’s team won the tournament.
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      On Friday, November 8th, FFA 
students went to Broken Bow to 
participate in the FFA Mini-Peak, a 
fun night of leadership games and 
bowling. State FFA officers were 
present at the event to talk with 
FFA students. After enjoying the 
entertainment of the Mini-Peak, 
the FFA students went to work 
learning how to judge livestock in 
preparation for District Livestock 
Judging. 
      Students were able to show off 
their knowledge at the district com-
petition in Curtis on Wednesday, 
November 20th. At this competi-
tion, students competed in different 
age divisions. In the senior division 
there were 81 participants. Eight 
A-M students placed in the first 
half; Dusty Chandler placed 4th, 
Trent Geiser 8th, Victor Deprez 
20th, Doug Finney 23rd, Kylen 
Thompson 28th, Dani Gibson 29th, 
Tracie Myers 30th, and Taynen 
Mach 38th. Overall, the senior team 
made up of Dusty Chandler, Trent 
Geiser, Doug Finney, and Kylen 
Thompson placed first and will 
compete in State Livestock Judging. 
In the junior division there were 
150 participants. Shelby Spanel 
placed 24th, Jacob McIntosh placed 
51st, and Shaelynn Laible placed 
70th. In the junior high division, 
Caitlin Havelka placed 1st in the 
overall competition. The junior 
high team that consisted of Meghan 
Burnett, Caitlin Havelka, Malinda 
Osienger, and Tara Geiser placed 
fourth.

FFA
Staff Writer: Kelsey Thompson

One-Act
Staff Writer: Tami Myers

     This year’s one-act play is “The 
Seussification of a Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” by Peter Bloedel, 
selected by directors Erica Crouch 
and Becki Griffith. The play is based 
off the play “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” by William Shakespeare 
but is given a Dr. Seuss twist. 
     Libbie Cramer, Thing 1, and Sa-
die Littel, Thing 2, begin the story 
introducing the Duke of Athens, 
Theseus, played by Shaun Christen, 
and his love, Hippolyta, played by 
Heather Davis. Shortly after, the 
audience meets Egeus, played by 
Aaron Furrow, and his daughter 
Hermia, played by Jadyn Stover. 
Egeus and Hermia bring Hermia’s 
lovers Lysander, played by Ryan 
Boyd, and Demetrius, played by 
Collin Safranek. A tangled love web 
is created between these characters 
when Puck, played by Tami My-
ers, and King Oberon, played by 
Adam Christen, attempt to control 
the fate of the young love birds. 
Through a mistake, Lysander and 
Demeterius both fall in love with 
Helena, played by Taya Klein, leav-
ing Hermia alone and disgruntled. 
After much running and interfering 
by Puck and Oberon, all is set right 
between the lovers and they are 
married. However, it is during this 

time that a group of actors prepare 
in the forest for their performance 
at Duke Theseus’ wedding. Quince, 
played by Jordan White, along with 
Bottom, played by Aaron Furrow, 
and Snout, played by Lindsey 
Burnett, are met with struggles and 
complications the entire way. Puck 
and Oberon manage to spin their 
magic by giving Bottom donkey 
ears and having the fairy queen, 
Titania, played by Becca McDer-
mott, fall in love with him. In the 
end, Puck corrects all her errors 
and the narrators successfully lead 
the audience through the seussified 
Shakespearan play.
     Along with the actors, several 
students have been hard at work 
behind the scenes. Members of the 
crew include Courtney Adams, 
Megan Max, Mack Myers, Kendra 
Burnett, Seth Spanel, Mitchell Bur-
nett, Kenzie McMullen and Rhett 
Safranek. 
 On Monday, November 
11th, the play cast and crew had 
their first live performance at the 
Ord Chanticleer Festival. 
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      October 31st, football playoffs 
began for the Anselmo-Merna Coy-
otes. In their first round game the 
Coyotes took on the Mullen Bron-
cos. The Coyotes started strong, 
scoring 20 points to Mullen’s 6 
in the first quarter. In the second 
quarter, the Coyotes scored 8 to the 
Bronco’s  6. In the second half the 
Coyotes didn’t score while Mullen 
scored 6 points in the third quarter, 
and 6 points in the fourth quarter. 
After a hard fought battle, the Coy-
otes came out with the win, 28-24. 
Troy Gilligan rushed the ball 28 
times for 103 yards. Dusty Chan-
dler had 3 catches for 84 yards.  
Tyler Chandler led the defense with 
8 tackles and 4 assists, and Kylen 
Thompson added 7 tackles and 3 
assists. 
      Second round of the playoffs 
were played on November 6th. The 
Coyotes took on the Stuart Broncos 
at Stuart. The first quarter was even 
as both teams scored 6 points each. 
In the second quarter the Broncos 
took the lead scoring 12, while A-M 
went scoreless. The third quarter 
had the Coyotes scoreless again 
while Stuart heightened their lead 
scoring 16 points. Both teams were 
able to score 6 points in the fourth 
quarter. The Broncos came off with 
the win over the Anselmo-Merna 
Coyotes, 40-12. This brought an 
end to the season for the Ansel-
mo-Merna Coyotes. Collin Sa-
franek had 8 carries for 20 yards. 
Joel Mundorf and Seth Spanel had 
1 carry each. Gilligan and Keenan 
Stupka each added in 4 tackles on 
defense. 
      At the end of the season, the 
Class D District 7 All District 
Football Teams were announced. 
On offense, Gilligan received 1st 

team for quarterback. D. Chandler 
made 1st team for ends and Shaun 
Christen received honorable men-
tion. Thompson received 1st team 
for O-line. On defense, Justin Wells 
made 1st team and S. Christen 
made 2nd team for defensive line. 
T. Chandler made 1st team, Gilli-
gan and Thompson made 2nd team, 
and D. Chandler received honor-
able mention for defensive back.
      Congratulations on a great 
season.

      On November 4th, the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Burwell for the 
sub-district tournament. For their 
first game, the Lady Coyotes took 
on the North Loup-Scotia Wildcats. 
The Lady Coyotes came out with a 
win in three sets, 25-9, 25-12, and 
25-10. Kenzie McMullen led the 
team with 9 ace serves. Shaelynn 
Laible had 3 kills, and Megan Max 
had 17 set assists.
      Later that night, the Lady Coy-
otes took on the Ewing Tigers. They 
fell short of a win in three sets, 
14-25, 14-25, and 10-25. Laible led 
the team with 4 kills, and Heather 
Davis had 2 blocks.
     This brought an end to the 
season for the Lady Coyotes. They 
finished out 4-24 on the season. 
Shaelynn Laible led the team with 
90 kills. Ashley Markham had 38 
ace serves on the year. Megan Max 
led the team in assists with 275.
      At the end of the season, the 
Loup Valley Conference All-Con-
ference teams were released. Max 
made 2nd team and McMullen 
received honorable mention. 
Congratulations Lady Coyotes!

Boys Basketball Preview
Staff Writer: Adam Christen

     Football season is over and 
basketball season is just around 
the corner. This year, the boys will 
again be coached by head coach 
Brent Myers and assisted by Wes 
Wells.  The boys are expecting eigh-
teen boys this year.  They consist of 
4 seniors, 4 juniors, 5 sophomores, 
and 5 freshmen. 
     When asked what his goals are 
for this year Myers said, “I just want 
us to be LVC champs and make it 
to Lincoln.” 
     The Coyotes will begin their 
season at home on December 5th 
against the Arcadia/Loup City 
Rebels. 

Girls Basketball Preview
Staff Writer: Megan Max

 Basketball season is on the 
way! With two new coaches for the 
girl’s team, the Lady Coyotes are 
excited and full of enthusiasm for 
the upcoming season. J.D. Furrow 
is the new head coach, with Tanner 
Dunbar as the assistant. Collec-
tively, Coach Furrow has coached 
basketball for 8 years. 
     When asked what his goals are 
for this basketball season, Furrow 
said, “My main goal is to grow as a 
team, learn to overcome obstacles, 
and to achieve to our potential.” 
    The Lady Coyotes play their first 
game on December 5th against the 
Arcadia/Loup City Rebels. 

Volleyball Wrap-up
Staff Writer: Conor McKenney

Football Wrap-up
Staff Writer: Conor McKenney

Basketball Preview
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What college do you plan to 
attend?
Northeast Community College 

What do you plan to study?
Business and Sales 

What is your most embarrassing 
moment in high school?
Getting de-pants freshman year 

What are 3 things you can’t live 
without?
Jacob Porter, Money, and Food 

What is your favorite t.v. show?
American Horror Story 

If you had one super power what 
would it be?
Read people’s minds

If you could go back in time for one 
day, where would you go?
Go back to freshman year to tell 
myself to try harder 

What is your worst habit?
Not using proper grammar 

What college do you plan to 
attend? 
University of Nebraska-Kearney 

What do you plan to study?
Sports Broadcasting 

What is your most embarrassing 
moment in high school?
Being a part of Mr. Warren’s jokes 

What are 3 things you can’t live 
without?
Food, Internet, and Sunlight 

What is your favorite t.v. show?
Friends 

If you had one super power what 
would it be?
Super Speed (It’s easier to run faster 
than a speeding bullet for free than 
to pay for gas) 

If you could go back in time for one 
day, where would you go?
I would go back to the day Miley 
Cyrus was born and warn Billy Ray 
of what the future had in store.

What is your worst habit?
Chewing my nails 

Wrestling Preview
Staff Writer: Bailee Maring

JH Wrestling

Senior Spotlight
Staff Writer: Jordan White

Mackenize Jean Myers Ryan James Boyd

 This year, the Ansel-
mo-Merna wrestling team is again 
being coached by Mr. Hoyt, assisted 
by Mr. McIntosh. The team this 
year consists of three returning 
members: Justin Wells, a junior, 
and sophomores, Mitchell Burnett 
and Seth Spanel. New wrestlers this 
season include Victor Deprez, a 
senior, Colin Lambertson, a junior, 
and freshmen Keenan Stupka, Park-
er Laible, and Lane West.  
 The team hopes to qualify 
several members for the state meet 
this year, but for now are focusing 
on strength, conditioning, and 
technique. 
 The first meet of the season 
takes place in Mullen on December 
7th. Good luck to the Wrestlers.

       On November 14th, the 
junior high wrestlers attended their 
first meet of the season in Arnold. 
Austin Kolasa placed 4th in the 
81 weight bracket, Logan Maring 
placed 3rd in the 94 weight class, 
and Luke Christen ended 3rd in 
the 105 weight bracket. Cameron 
Downey had a successful day plac-
ing 1st in the 120 weight division.
Tim Finney wrestled at 130 and 
finished 4th, Ryan Cooksley placed 
3rd in the 140 weight class, and 
Dawson Duryea placed 2nd in the 
151 weight class. Reece Huhman 
ended the meet in 4th place in the 
156 weight division.
      On November 22nd, the boys 
traveled to Mullen for their sec-
ond competition. Both Cameron 
Downey and Luke Christen placed 
2nd at the meet.
     The wrestlers will compete again 
on Monday, December 9th at A-M.
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Christmas Concerts Set for 
Dec. 13 and 18

 Anselmo-Merna music 
students are hard at work, prepar-
ing music for the two upcoming 
Christmas concerts.
 The lower elementary stu-
dents are preparing to perform The 
Incredible Reindeer. When certain 
disaster threatens Christmas, the 
elves at the North Pole are in need 
of some help. Their music will tell 
the story of how the day is saved!
 The upper elementary are 
rehearsing their Christmas spirit, as 
they tell the story of an elf who has 
lost hers in It’s Christmas, Carol!  
 The program for pre-kin-
dergarten through sixth grade will 
be at 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 13, in 
the high school gymnasium.
 The junior high and high 
school music students are also re-
hearsing a variety of holiday music 
in preparation for their concert. It 
will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 18, in the high school 
gymnasium.
 We hope to see a great turn-
out for both of these performances. 
The December calendar is a full 
one, so make sure to mark these 
dates for some enjoyable evenings 
of music.

Christmas Concerts
Mrs. Baker

JH Band Students Take Field Trip to Omaha
Mrs. Baker

 Eighteen junior high band students traveled to Omaha for a field 
trip on Oct. 31.  The purpose of the trip was to attend Celebrate Creativity, 
a set of workshops presented by the Joslyn Art Museum in partnership 
with the Omaha Symphony.
 The students traveled to Seward the night prior to the event, and 
spent the night at the Cobblestone Inn. Students chose 2 workshops to 
attend; there was a large variety of topics, including juggling, acting, cre-
ating art pieces of clay or by drawing, story telling and creating rhythms 
on different “drums.” Students also chose one of four tours of different 
exhibits at the Joslyn. After lunch, students attended a performance of the 
Omaha Symphony Chamber Orchestra. They listened to an exploration of 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, enjoyed the debut performance of a 17-year-
old clarinetist, and listened as the orchestra turned a formal orchestra 
arrangement into a contemporary, rock-style piece of music.
 We would like to add a big thank you to the Anselmo-Merna PTO 
for their generous grant, which paid for the hotel rooms on this trip. We 
wouldn’t have been able to attend without this, and we really appreciate it!
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Leaders of the Pack
This year, students are being recognized for their hard work and good behavior. Students that keep their grades 
at or above B’s, have no tardies or unexcused absences, and do not have discipline reprimands become members 
of “the pack.” Each month, students of the pack are entered into a drawing from which three students are drawn 
as winners. Previous winners are pictured below.

At the end of the first quarter, all students that were a 
member of the pack were put into a drawing for the top 
prize, the opportunity to purchase something up to the 
price of $300. Shelby Spanel was the lucky winner. She 
took her winnings in gift cards. Congratulations Shelby! 

A special thanks to the PTO for sponsoring these hard 
working students.

Elijah Downey Karsee McGinn

Olivia BryantEllie WellsKelsey Thompson

Kendyl Duryea

Ethan Chandler Adyson Priest Dani Gibson
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FFA Agricultural Fact of the Week:  
Nebraska ranks #1 in irrigated acres 
harvested according to Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture. (**One 
Acre is about the size of a football 
field**) About 8.56 Million Acres or 
8,560,000 football fields are har-
vested per year. California is a close 
2nd place.

FFA Cont.
Staff Writer: Kelsey Thompson

 The next competition was 
LVC on Wednesday, November 
20th, in Callaway. After a great 
performance, A-M ended the day 
with 4th place. The students will 
perform for their peers on Tuesday, 
December 3rd at 3:00. They then 
will compete at Districts in Ansley 
on December 4th.

One Act Cont.
Staff Writer: Tami Myers

Book Fair
Carole Gruszczynski

The 2013 Anselmo-Merna book fair 
was a success! I would like to thank 
the following volunteers for all of 
their help in setting it up on Sun-
day, November 17th: Becki Griffith, 
Deb Marple, Dave Gruszczynski, 
Katie Hoblyn, and Karen McGinn. 
The following community people 
helped by working at the book fair 
during the week: Kelli Safranek, Al-
lison Jacquot, Jackie Chandler, Kim 
Leibhart, Jeanne Leibhart, Cindy 
Christen, Carolyn Chandler, Con-
nie Hansen, Patty Winchester, and 
Anita Schmidt. Thank you!

LOOK AT US!

Jordan White demonstrates the 
struggles that come with texting 

and driving.

The Preschool class shows off their Halloween costumes.

Grace Cantrell fights off wolves 
during the 4th Grade haunted 

house.

The dance team shows off their moves.

The JH show off their Halloween masks.
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