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     Over the course of three months, 
the Anselmo-Merna high school 
and elementary students raised 
money for the blizzard, “Atlas,” that 
wiped out several ranches in South 
Dakota. Ms. Anderson, the history 
teacher, presented a story of what 
happened to her junior high and 
high school class. Each of these 
classes, 7th through 12th grade, 
picked an elementary class to pair 
up with and began raising money 
for suffering ranchers. The stu-
dents did door to door donations, 
split the pot raffle at the sporting 
events, and had donation buckets 
by the concession stands. The price 
that students were aiming for was 
$6,000 as a total at the end of 3 
months; The students made that 
within a week. 
     In the end, the school raised 
$12,302. After, Ms. Anderson con-
tacted a banker in South Dakota 
who wanted to help right away. He 
generated a list of ten ranchers who 
had lost 45-100% of their cowherd 
and calf crop in “Atlas.” Each class, 
7-12th, got to pick families out of 
the list and divide the money up 
evenly to them. The families each 
received $2,050. The classes wrote 
a letter to their selected family that 
told them why A-M decided to take 
up this cause and how families in 
this area can relate to those with a 
farming and ranching backgrounds. 
The donations were recently sent 
and will hopefully get there just 
before Christmas!
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 On December 3rd, the sixth grade class graduated from the 
D.A.R.E. program. Over the course of ten weeks, the sixth graders com-
pleted worksheets, watched informational videos, role played, and visited 
with Sheriff Dan Osmond about the harms of using drugs and alcohol. 
Students also learned how to get out of situations where they would be 
offered drugs or alcohol. 
 Not only did they learn about drugs and alcohol, but students also 
learned a lot about bullying. In order to graduate, each student had to 
write a report over what they learned. Mrs. McCaslin said that all the kids 
did an excellent job with their reports. 
 When asked what his favorite part about D.A.R.E. was, Clay Bran-
don said, “I liked learning about peer pressure and acting out the peer 
pressure situations.” 
Courtney Kastens said, “My favorite part was when Sheriff Osmond 
slammed his fist down on Seth’s desk and got in Jace’s face, demonstrating 
being demanding.” 
Destry Miller said, “I really liked role playing, when people threw and 
kicked objects around. I thought it was fun and I wish it was longer. We 
really got to know Mr. Osmond well.” 



 On December 3rd, the A-M 
one-act cast and crew put on the 
traditional matinee for the students 
and attending community members 
in preparation for district competi-
tion.
 The students then traveled 
to Ansley on December 4th for Dis-
tricts. Overall, the Coyotes placed 
3rd as a team, falling short of 2nd 
by only one point. Many of the 
students were recognized for their 
acting including, Aaron Furrow, 
Elizabeth Cramer, Jadyn Stover, 
Kenzie McMullen, Ryan Boyd, 
Sadie Littell, Tami Myers, Taya 
Klein, and Collin Safranek.
 “I was very pleased with 
our performance at Districts,” said 
Mrs. Crouch. “The students had to 
overcome some issues, but in the 
end the cast did an amazing job and 
ended the season strong.”

 On December 4th, selected 
FFA members competed in a dis-
trict leadership skills event in North 
Platte. This event provides students 
the opportunity to compete in 
Creed speaking, Exempt speak-
ing, and Parliamentary Procedure. 
Creed speaking is a freshman only 
event where students must memo-
rize the FFA creed that was written 
in 1933. Shelby Spanel competed 
in this division and was awarded 
a blue ribbon. Exempt speaking is 
when students get 30 minutes to 
write a speech that must last 4-6 
minutes. Michaella Olson received 
a blue ribbon in Exempt speaking. 
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 On December 3rd, the 
Junior High wrestling team traveled 
to Dunning for the Sandhills wres-
tling tournament. Austin Kolasa, 
James McMillan, and Tim Finney 
all received 4th place. Reece Huh-
man got 3rd place and Ryan Cook-
sley, Luke Christen, and Cameron 
Downey each finished with a 2nd 
place medal. 

 On December 9th, the 
wrestlers hosted the A-M invite. 
4th place winners included Kolasa, 
Dawson Duryea, L. Christen, and 
Cooksley. 3rd place medalists were 
Downey and Huhman. This was the 
junior high’s last wrestling meet for 
the year. Congratulations on a great 
season!

 On December 7th, the 
wrestlers began their season with a 
meet in Mullen. At this meet, Justin 
Wells was the lone wrestler to place. 
He earned 4th place in the 182 
weight class. 
 On December 12th, A-M 
hosted a quad. Parker Laible fought 
a hard battle but ended the night, 
0-2 in the 106 weight class. Seth 
Spanel was 1-1 in the 126 weight 
class, and Mitchell Burnett also 
ended 1-1 in the 152 class. Keenan 
Stupka went undefeated with a 
2-0 record for the night in the 138 
weight class, along with Justin Wells 
who finished 2-0 in the 182 weight 
class. Lane West competed strong 
in the 195 weight class but ended 
the night with an 0-2 record. Jacob 
McIntosh ended the meet with a 
1-1 record in the 285 weight divi-
sion.
 A-M again hosted a wres-
tling meet on Saturday, December 
14th. Overall the wrestlers had 
a successful meet. Burnett and 
McIntosh wrestled hard but did not 
place. Laible placed 2nd overall. 
Spanel, West, and Stupka all end-
ed the day with a 4th place finish. 
Wells ended the meet with 1st 
place.
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Courtney Adams

Birthday:
July 5, 1996

Where do you plan to attend
college:
University of Nebraska at Omaha

What do you plan to do after 
college:
Work as a social worker/counselor

What is your favorite memory of 
Anselmo-Merna:
Junior prom at the banquet table

Who is your biggest crush:
Channing Tatum

If you could go back and do one 
thing different what would it be:
Try harder in classes

How long does it take you to get 
ready in the morning:
Depends, anywhere from 5 minutes 
to an hour

What is your greatest fear:
Drowning, or my cat dying

What are you going to miss most 
about Anselmo-Merna:
My classmates’ random moments
 

Rebecca McDermott

Birthday:
March 1, 1994

Where do you plan to attend
college:
Mid Plains extended campus in 
Broken Bow then a two-year tech-
nical school to get my laboratory 
technician degree

What do you plan to do after 
college:
I plan on nursing and medical 
research

What is your favorite memory of 
Anselmo-Merna:
Prom decorating over the weekend

Who is your biggest crush:
Josh Peterson

If you could go back and do one 
thing different what would it be:
Get better grades

How long does it take you to get 
ready in the morning:
15-20 minutes

What is your greatest fear:
Heights/Ladders

What are you going to miss most 
about Anselmo-Merna:
My class and underclassmen 
friends

THANK YOU!
 “Got back to the 
tent this afternoon to 
find that I had received 
a care package from my 
old high school...thank 
you to all involved in 
putting it together. I 
don’t want to leave 
anyone out as it is much 
appreciated.
Go Coyotes!”

           From, Jeff Downey



 The basketball season is 
now under way. The Lady Coyotes 
kicked off their season on Thursday, 
December 5th, against the Arcadia/
Loup City Rebels. The girls fought 
hard but came up short of a win, 
34-41. A-M was led in scoring by 
Kelsey Thompson who had a game 
high of 17 points. Renae Finney 
contributed 6 points and Tami 
Myers finished with 4 points. Shae-
lynn Laible and Tami Myers led the 
ladies with 7 rebounds each, while 
Ashley Markham grabbed 5 re-
bounds. Overall, the Lady Coyotes 
collected 24 rebounds on the night. 
 The following night, the 
Lady Coyotes traveled to Mullen to 
take on the Mullen Lady Broncos. 
The girls fell short of a win, losing 
35-46. Thompson led A-M with 
12 points, Finney added 9 points, 
and Tami Myers put in 5 points. 
Markham tallied 5 rebounds, while 
Finney and Tracie Myers pulled 
down 3 each. 
 On Tuesday, December 
10th, the ladies came face to face 
with the Ainsworth Lady Bulldogs. 
Despite a tough game, the Lady 
Coyotes fell short, 20-48. Heather 
Davis, Thompson and Finney led 
the way in points with 4 points 
each. Markham pulled down 6 
rebounds to lead the coyotes, and 
Tami Myers ended the game with 5 
rebounds. 
 That Thursday, December 
10th, the Lady Coyotes once again 
hit the road to take on the Staple-
ton-McPherson Lady Cyclones. The 
ladies suffered a heart breaking loss, 
28-31. Tami Myers had the team 
high with 10 points, Thompson 
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put in 7, and Markham and Finney 
each added 4 points. Davis added 
to the score with 2 points. 
 On Tuesday, December 17th 
the Lady Coyotes traveled to Over-
ton to challenge the Overton Lady 
Eagles. The Lady Coyotes played 
hard, but were unable to make it 
home with a win falling, 25-60. 
Thompson led the ladies with 12 
points, Finney put in 6, and Tami 
Myers, Brathe Myers, and Shaelynn 
Laible chipped in 2 points each. 
Tami Myers and Markham grabbed 
4 rebounds each. 

 The A-M boys began their 
basketball season on December 
5th against the Arcadia-Loup City 
Rebels. The Coyotes started strong, 
scoring 33 points in the first half 
while the Rebels were held to 27 
points. In the second half, the 

Coyotes and Rebels both added 19 
points to the score, bringing the 
Coyotes their first win with the 
final score of 52-46. Dusty Chan-
dler scored 12 points and got 5 re-
bounds, while Trent Geiser finished 
with 11 points and 6 rebounds. 
Troy Gilligan added 8 points and 7 
steals.
 The Coyotes then traveled 
to Mullen on December 6th to 
take on the Broncos. The Coy-
otes brought home their second 
win with the score of 65-53. Ryan 
Halouska had a double-double 
finishing with 17 points and 10 re-
bounds. Gilligan had 17 points and 
5 rebounds and Kylen Thompson 
scored 12 points and 7 steals. The 
team finished the game with a total 
of 18 steals. 
 For their 3rd game, the 
Coyotes traveled to Stapleton to 
play the Cyclones. The Coyotes 
were able to gain the lead early and 
keep it through the four quarters 
for the win, 57-26. Gilligan had 15 
points while Collin Safranek had 7 
points with 4 steals. Halouska had 
11 points with 8 rebounds. 
  On December 17th, the 
Coyotes traveled to Overton to play 
the Eagles. Despite a hard fought 
game, the Coyotes were unable to 
bring home a win, falling 56-78. 
D. Chandler ended the night with 
13 points with 7 rebounds, while 
T. Geiser scored 12 points with 5 
rebounds. Shaun Christen added 
10 points and Tyler Chandler had 2 
points.
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BASKETBALL



 The 2014 A-M “Coyote 
Classic” Basketball Tournament 
is scheduled for Feburary 1 and 2, 
2014.  The tournament will include 
divisions for boys and girls 3rd/4th 
grade, 5th/6th grade, and 7th/8th 
grade.  Snow date is set for Febru-
ary 15 and 16, 2014.
 This tournament provides 
our young kids the opportunity 
to gain experience playing basket-
ball in a positive and competitive 
environment, close to home. We 
will be needing help from students, 
parents, teachers and community 
members.  Please be willing to vol-
unteer if called upon.  If you would 
like to help take tickets, run a clock, 
keep a scorebook, referee or work 
in the concession stand, please 
contact Robin Christen @ 308-749-
2227. 
 This is our main fundraiser 
each year for our After Prom party 
and we greatly appreciate the teams 
that enter the tournament, the fans 
that come to support them, and the 
numerous volunteers that make it 
a success each year.  We thank you 
for your consideration.
 If you have a team that 
would be interested in entering 
the tournament, please request an 
information packet from Robin 
Christen.  Each age division brack-
et will be limited to the first eight 
PAID teams.  Entry deadline will be 
January 15, 2014.

Coyote Classic 
Tournament

From the Principal
Darrin Max

• Foreign Exchange students- This 
year we have three foreign ex-
change students. Exchange students 
always bring a fun point of view to 
our student body. Victor Deprez is 
from Belgium. He has participated 
in Football and Wrestling so far 
this year. Noel Schoenebeck is from 
Germany. Noel has participated in 
football and really enjoys wood-
working, especially the wood lathe. 
Sibel Polat is also from Germany. 
Sibel has been involved with Vol-
leyball and Basketball. We appre-
ciate the host families that take 
in these students and give them 
an opportunity to experience our 
small town life.

• Odysseyware- This year we sub-
scribed to Odysseyware. This pro-
gram gives us the opportunity to 
help student recover credit they are 
missing in order to stay on track for 
graduation. We will also use Odys-
seyware for students that transfer in 
from other schools that are missing 
courses that we require for gradu-
ation. This program is online and 
will be monitored by specific teach-
ing staff trained in Odysseyware. 

• State Writing Assessment- The 
NeSA-Writing assessment window 
will be from January 20th in grades 
4, 8 and 11 and will be adminis-
tered online again this year. This 
will be the second straight year that 
all grades will be using the same 
rubric as the year before.

 Three high school and four 
junior high band students have 
been chosen to represent 
Anselmo-Merna in two Kearney 
honor bands. Sophomores Shaun 
Christen, Aaron Furrow and Syd-
ney Wells were chosen for the Ke-
arney High Underclassmen Honor 
Band, which will take place on Jan. 
20. In junior high, eighth-graders 
Jalea Chandler, Luke Christen, Me-
gan Christen, Cameron Gibson and 
Ellie Wells have been chosen for the 
Jan Wymore Honor Band, formerly 
the Kearney Middle School Honor 
Band. This event will take place on 
Feb. 1. Congratulations to these 
students on this honor!

Honor Band

Sing Around 
Nebraska

 Ten elementary students 
will represent A-M at Sing Around 
Nebraska this February. Students 
auditioned by singing “My Coun-
try ‘Tis of Thee.” Those chosen this 
year are: 6th grade – Tashia Bur-
nett, Courtney Kastens, MaShayla 
Burnett, Coy Johnson, Alexis Zim-
mer; 5th grade – Seth Chandler and 
Kaitlyn Jacquot; 4th Kirsten Myers, 
Jaide Chandler and Kylie Grafe.
 The group will travel to 
Kearney on Feb. 22 to practice that 
day with more than 100 other 4-6 
graders, then perform a concert for 
the public at the conclusion of the 
day.


