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 Sophomores Shaun Chris-
ten and Aaron Furrow attended the 
Kearney High School Underclass-
men Honor Band on Monday, Jan. 
20.
 The two were selected by 
teacher nomination, which was 
then sent to a selection commit-
tee which reviewed each students’ 
information; based on the needed 
instrumentation, that committee 
chose participants. The honor band 
was specifically designed to give 
freshmen and sophomores a select 
band experience without having to 
compete with upperclassmen.
 The guest clinician for the 
day was Andy Feyes, who is cur-
rently the interim director of bands 
at the University of Nebraska Oma-
ha. He worked with the students on 
four concert band pieces to bring 
the 90 musicians together for a 
fantastic sound.  In addition to the 
whole group selections, the percus-

Sophomore Honor Band
By: DeAnna Baker

sionists performed a piece alone. 
The students practiced from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. (with very few breaks), 
then gave a performance for the 
public that evening. The entire 
event took place at the Merryman 
Performing Arts Center.
 Aaron is a trombonist, and 
Shaun is a percussionist. Congrat-
ulation to these two on a hard and 
rewarding day’s work, and a job 
well done.

December’s 
Leaders of the Pack

Owen Wright, 2nd Grade

Sam McMillan, 3rd Grade

Kylen Thompson, Junior



 The Coyotes brought 2013 
to a close with basketball games. 
They played Amherst on December 
17th. After a hard fought contest, 
the Coyotes fell short of a victo-
ry, 64-67. Ryan Halouska had 7 
points and 6 rebounds. Troy Gilli-
gan had 19 points, 7 rebounds and 
4 assists. Collin Safranek helped 
with 15 points and 2 rebounds. 
Dusty Chandler had 12 points, 8 
rebounds and added 4 steals. Tyler 
Chandler chipped in with 2 points.  
 The team then traveled to 
Sumner for the S.E.M. holiday 
tournament. For the first round of 
the tournament, the Coyotes took 
on the Ansley-Litchfield Spartans. 
The Coyotes came out with a win, 
54-47. Thompson had 5 points, 2 
rebounds, 2 assists, and 2 steals. 
Gilligan had 10 points, 4 assists 
and 4 steals. Shaun Christen had 
2 points and 6 rebounds. Geis-
er led the team with 21 points, 5 
rebounds, 4 assists, and 5 steals. D. 
Chandler had 7 points and tallied 4 
rebounds. 
 The boys then advanced to 
the championship round where they 
faced the Elwood Pirates. After an 
entertaining game, the boys came 
out victorious, 59-58. Halous-
ka recorded a double-double by 
putting in 16 points and grabbing 
13 rebounds. Thompson chipped in 
4 points and tallied 4 rebounds. S. 
Christen had 2 points, 2 rebounds, 
and 4 assists. Safranek pitched in 
with 7 points and 1 rebound. Geiser 
collected 8 points, 12 rebounds, 
and 2 assists. 
 After a break, the boys trav-
eled to Brady for the Brady Tour-
nament. In the first round of the 
tournament, the boys won against 
the Wauneta-Palisade Broncos, 46-

31. Halouska recorded another dou-
ble-double by putting in 13 points 
and grabbing 18 rebounds. Thomp-
son had 2 points, 6 rebounds, and 2 
steals. Gilligan collected 17 points, 
4 rebounds, and 6 steals. Adam 
Christen chipped in with 2 points 
and grabbed 4 rebounds. Geiser put 
in 8 points and had 5 steals. 
 Winning against Waune-
ta-Palisade put the boys in the 
championship round where they 
faced the Brady Eagles. The boys 
pulled away with a win, 60-
35. Thompson put in 10 points, 
grabbed 3 rebounds, and came up 
with 3 steals. S. Christen had 2 
points and 7 rebounds. A. Chris-
ten had 2 points and 2 rebounds. 
Geiser recorded a double-double by 
having a career high of 28 points 
and pulling down 10 rebounds. 
Aaron Furrow chipped in with 2 
points. D. Chandler had 4 points 
and 7 rebounds. 
 On January 10th, the boys 
traveled to Sargent to take on the 
Wolves. The boys came home 
with a win, 63-34. Halouska had 
16 points and 8 rebounds. Ryan 
Boyd had 3 points and 1 rebound. 
Gilligan had 5 points, 7 assists, and 
6 steals. S. Christen had 10 points 
and 8 rebounds. A. Christen had 6 
points and 4 rebounds.
 On January 14th, the Coy-
otes took on the Elwood Pirates. 
The boys secured their 6th win in 
a row, winning 63-54. Gilligan had 
a team high of 17 points, grabbed 
4 rebounds and had 6 steals. S. 
Christen chipped in with 12 points 
and had 3 rebounds. Safranek put 
in 5 points. Geiser had 8 rebounds 
and 4 assists. D. Chandler put in 6 
points. 
 On Friday, January 17th, 

the Coyotes played the Sandhills/
Thedford Knights. The Coyotes 
won 48-33. Halouska had 8 points 
and 8 rebounds. Thompson had 5 
points, 3 rebounds, and 3 assists. 
Gilligan had 9 points and 4 steals. 
D. Chandler had a team high of 19 
points and had 4 rebounds.
 On Tuesday, January 28th 
the boys took on the North Platte 
St. Pats Irish. The boys suffered 
a loss, 49-59. As a team the boys 
had 36 rebounds, 11 steals, and 11 
assists. Halouska chipped in with 4 
points. Thompson put in 6 points. 
Geiser had 17 points for the team 
high. D. Chandler put in 12 points.
The Coyotes traveled to Sumner on 
Tuesday, January 21st, to play the 
Mustangs. The Coyotes won 53-17. 
Halouska had 6 points. Gilligan 
also had 14 points. S. Christen had 
6 points. Geiser had 13 points and 
6 rebounds. 
 On Friday January 24th, the 
boys hit the road to take on North 
Central. The boys secured a win, 
68-51. Halouska had 15 points. 
Thompson had 6 points. Gilligan 
also had 6 points and 6 assists. S. 
Christen had 12 points. Geiser had 
13 points, and D. Chandler had 15 
points and 5 rebounds.

Boys Basketball
By: Kelsey Thompson



Girls Basketball
By: Adam Christen

 The Lady Coyote’s first 
game during Christmas break was 
against the Ansley/Litchfield Lady 
Spartans. After the first quarter, the 
Lady Coyotes were behind 11 to 15. 
In the second quarter, the girls were 
able to score 7, but the Spartans 
fought and scored 14. The third 
quarter brought a scoreless Lady 
Coyote team, while the Lady Spar-
tans scored 9. In the fourth quarter, 
the Lady Coyotes scored 2, while 
the Lady Spartans scored 13. At the 
end of the game, the Lady Coyotes 
fell to the Lady Spartans, 20-51.
 Kelsey Thompson, Shaelynn 
Laible, and Ashley Markham each 
scored 4 points, and Megan Max 
put up 2 points.
 The Lady Coyotes played 
the Elwood Lady Pirates on the 21st 
of December.  A-M scored 15 in 
the first quarter and held the Lady 
Pirates at 10. In the second quarter, 
the Lady Coyotes added 17 points, 
while Elwood scored 4. The third 
quarter brought the Lady Coyotes 
4 points and the Lady Pirates 6 
points. To end the game, the Lady 
Coyotes scored 11 points while the 
Lady Pirates scored 22. This gave 
the Lady Coyotes their first win 
with a score of 47-42.
 Renae Finney scored 12 
points, and Shelby Spanel scored 2 
points. Tami Myers had 6 rebounds, 
and Heather Davis add 3.
 Over break, the Lady Coy-
otes played in the Brady Holiday 
Tournament. The first game the 
Lady Coyotes played was against 
the Wauneta-Palisade Lady Bron-
cos. At the end of the first quarter, 
A-M trailed only by two points, 
4-6. At halftime, the Lady Coyotes 
trailed 12-19. After the third quar-
ter, the Lady Coyotes added 4, but 

the Lady Broncos scored 16. In the 
fourth quarter, the Lady Coyotes 
scored 11, while the Lady Broncos 
scored 10. The Lady Coyotes fell 
short to the Lady Broncos, 27-45.
 Thompson and Finney each 
scored 6 points, while Lindsey Bur-
nett and Tracie Myers each scored 
2. Davis had 3 rebounds, and Dan-
ielle Gibson had 1 assist. 
 The Lady Coyotes then 
played Eustis-Farnam for third and 
fourth place. At the end of the first 
quarter the Lady Coyotes trailed 6 
to 19. At halftime the Lady Coyotes 
were trailing 9-29.  A-M came out 
fired up for the second half and 
out-scored the Lady Knights 11-5 
in the third quarter. In the fourth 
quarter, the Lady Coyotes scored 
9 points while the Lady Knights 
scored 20. Unfortunately, the Lady 
Coyotes lost, 29-54. 
 Jayden Burnett was the top 
scorer with 6 points and 1 steal. 
Kenzie McMullen scored 4 points 
with 3 rebounds, and Brathe Myers 
scored 2 points with 1 steal.
 Next, the Lady Coyotes 
played the Twin Loup Lady Wolves. 
The Lady Coyotes fell short in the 
first quarter, 2 to 14. In the second 
quarter, A-M scored 12 to the Lady 
Wolves 10. The Lady Coyotes were 
unable to hold off the Lady Wolves 
and fell, 30-52. Tami Myers scored 
6 points and Markham scored 5. L. 
Burnett and S. Spanel both scored 
2 points.  Finney finished with 4 
rebounds and Thompson had 4.
 On January 14th, the Lady 
Coyotes again faced the Elwood 
Lady Pirates. At the end of the first 
quarter, A-M had 8 points and the 
Lady Pirates had 15. In the second 
quarter, the girls out scored the 
Lady Pirates 10-8. The third quarter 

allowed the Lady Coyotes to once 
again out score the Lady Pirates, 
7-5. In the fourth quarter, the Lady 
Coyotes scored 17 while the Lady 
Pirates scored 15. The game was a 
nail biter to the end but the Lady 
Coyotes fell short by one point with 
the score of 42-43.
 McMullen had 5 points and 
Max added 2. Finney had 4 points 
with 8 rebounds, while Markham 
had 10 rebounds with 7 points.
On January 17th, the Lady Coyotes 
took on the Sandhill /Thedford 
Lady Knights. After the first quar-
ter, A-M was trailing 2 to 16. At 
halftime, the Lady Coyotes con-
tinued to trail 6 to 34. During the 
third quarter, the ladies scored 3 
and the Lady Knights scored 24.  In 
the final quarter, the Lady Coy-
otes scored 3 points and the Lady 
Knights scored 7. The final score 
was 12-65.
 The top scorers for the Lady 
Coyotes were Thompson, Brathe 
Myers, and Jayden Burnett. The top 
rebounder was Laible with 6 re-
bounds, and Tami Myers had 4.



 On January 10th, the An-
selmo-Merna wrestlers traveled 
to Burwell for an 18-team tourna-
ment. Participants included Parker 
Laible, Seth Spanel, Colin Lamb-
ertson, Keenan Stupka, Mitchell 
Burnett, Jacob McIntosh, and Justin 
Wells. Wells, the lone wrestler to 
place, finished in 2nd place with a 
record of 2-1. 
 The next weekend on the 
18th, the wrestlers competed in the 
Sandhills tournament. Wrestlers 
in action included Spanel, Burnett, 
Lane West, McIntosh, and Wells. 
Once again, Wells finished in 2nd 
place with a 2-1 record.
 On January 24th, the team 
competed in Callaway. Wells went 
3-0 and won 1st place, while Spanel 
went 3-1 and received 3rd place. 

 The next day, on the 25th, 
the wrestlers went to Mullen to 
compete. Spanel went 3-1 and re-
ceived 2nd place, while Wells went 
3-1 and won 3rd place

Wrestling
By: Ryan Boyd

JH Girls Basketball
By: Megan Max

 The 7th and 8th grade 
Lady Coyotes started their season 
on Tuesday, January 14th, against 
South Loup Lady Bobcats. The A 
team defeated the Bobcats, 17-12.
Tara Geiser had 4 points and Ellie 
Wells contributed 3. For the B 
team, Taylan Myers scored 5 points 
to the scoreboard, but the team was 
just short of winning with the final 
score of 23 to 11. 
 On Thursday, January 16th, 
the junior high took on the Mullen 
Broncos. Megan Christen had 6 
points for the A team, helping earn 
a victory with the score of 16 to 12. 
For the B team, Victoria Griffith 
put up 2 points, helping the B team 
end the game in a tie with the Lady 
Broncos. 
 “The girls have great team 
chemistry and play well together,” 
said Coach Bryan Fangmeyer.
 On January 23rd, the Lady 
Coyotes faced the Twin Loup Lady 
Wolves at home. The A team took 
a win with a final score of 29-22. 
Geiser was the leading scorer with 
12 points. Christen added 8 points 
and Kourtney Safranek sunk a 3 to 
help the Lady Coyotes. The B team 
crushed the Lady Wolves with a 
final score of 29-7. Jayden Brandon 
and Olivia Bryant added 8 points 
each to the scoreboard, while 
BaiLee McMillan scored 6. 

 The junior high boys 
basketball started their season at 
Arnold against South Loup on Jan-
uary 14th. The A team fought hard 
but fell, 25-51. The B team also fell 
short of a win after a struggle with 
a score of 14-18. 
 Their next game was in 
Mullen on January 16th. The A 
team played a strong game and 
came away with the win, 30-20. 
The B team fell short, 4-36.
 On January 20th, the boys 
took on Broken Bow. Despite a 
back and forth battle, the boys fell 
short of a win, 33-37.

 The Coyotes took on the 
Twin Loup Wolves on January 
23rd. The A team had a successful 
day, adding another win to their 
books with a final score of 53-38. 
The B team put up a hard fight but 
fell to the Wolves, 8-26.

JH Boys Basketball
By: Jordan White



Senior Spotlight
By: Tami Myers

Where do you plan to attend 
college?
UNK

What are your future plans?
Graduate from UNK and then go 
on to medical school

What are three things you can’t 
live without?
Pinterest, good books, and mashed 
potatoes

Who is your biggest crush?
Nathan Scott off of One Tree Hill

What is your greatest fear?
Coming face to face with a 
mountain lion

If you could have one super 
power what would it be?
Be able to fly

If you could be any animal what 
would you be?
Elephant

What will you miss most about 
A-M?
Art Class

Where do you plan to attend 
college?
SCC

What are your future plans?
Graduate college and move back to 
Custer County

What are three things you can’t 
live without?
Hunting, four-wheeler, tv

Who is your biggest crush?
Tami Myers

What is your greatest fear?
Life after college

If you could have one super 
power what would it be?
Invisibility

If you could be any animal what 
would you be?
Kangaroo

Danielle Gibson Ryan Halouska

The A-M After Prom Committee 
would like to thank the high school 
students, parents, and administra-
tion for all of their help with the 
“Coyote Classic” youth basketball 
tournament.  A successful tourna-
ment allows us to host a successful 
After Prom Party.  We would also 
like to thank the following commu-
nity members and patrons.  These 
individuals do not have high school 
students but were willing to donate 
food and/or help: Michelle Burnett, 
Karen Chandler, Gregory Christen, 
Megan Christen, Annette Downey, 
Cameron Downey, Tara Geiser, 
Teri Gilligan, Trey Gilligan, Jaide 
Chandler, Becki Griffith, Cindy 
Hempstead, Karmajo Hill, Katie 
Hoblyn, Barb Klein, Judy Klein, 
Michelle Miller, Brent Myers, 
Rachelle Myers, Jennifer Schmidt, 
Tyson Springer, and Wes Wells. 

A special thanks to Bump & Cindy 
Markham for donating all of the 
hamburger needed for the conces-
sion stand. 

We would also like to recognize 
the area businesses that were our 
medal sponsors.  They included 
Markham Construction, Nebras-
ka State Bank, Pioneer Seed (Joe 
Grantzinger), Dekalb Seed (John 
Blakeman), Downey Well, Horizon 
Ag, Myers Construction, Central 
Nebraska Diesel, Roger & Sha-
ron Safranek, Syngenta (Clifford 
Klein), TAG Trucking (Tom & 
Gina Laible), J&J Sanitation, and 
Jordan Dental. 

We truly appreciate everyone’s gen-
erosity and support.

THANK YOU!!



 If you’ve been reading the 
news lately, you are probably aware 
that our state legislators are busy in 
this year’s legislative session deter-
mining the laws that will govern us 
for the duration of 2014.  Undoubt-
edly, one of the biggest discussions 
will center on tax revenues and 
how to continue bringing in the 
tax resources needed to run state 
and local governments while also 
providing relief for local property 
tax payers.  I attended two different 
meetings of the Tax Modernization 
Committee and the discussions 
raised several interesting points. 
 I heard many ranchers and 
farmers describe how they strug-
gle to make profits on land that is 
increasing in value but also increas-
ing their business expenses through 
increased property taxes.  Without 
selling their land, their costs are 
increasing but profit margins are 
decreasing as income remains more 
stagnated.  I also heard from big 
businesses who desire corporate tax 
breaks to make Nebraska more ap-
pealing to corporations looking to 
relocate.  There was also discussion 
on current sales tax structures and 
income tax changes.
 Ultimately, the decisions 
of the legislature regarding prop-
erty taxes will have a tremendous 
impact on local school districts, our 
budgets, and the services provid-
ed.  The state has a real dilemma 
as many “urban” districts are at or 
above the $1.05 general fund levy 
and cannot continue their opera-
tions without state aid.  Smaller dis-
tricts considered “ag-land” rich are 
not equalized and are seeing less 
and less state aid as the money is 
shifted to the urban districts look-

Keep an Eye on the Legislature!
By: Jason Mundorf, Superintendent/Elementary Principal

ing for revenue.  This scenario forc-
es small districts to raise their levies 
to make up for lost state aid unless 
valuations increase (which has been 
the case the past few years).  
 Governor Heineman in his 
“State of the State” address dis-
cussed tapping into the state’s near-
ly $600 million reserve to help this 
problem by using the money to off-
set property tax increases.   While 
the strategy sounds good initially, 
it raises the question of what the 
state plans to do if poor economic 
conditions occur again and land 
valuations drop.  This could put the 
state in a precarious situation and 
most economists would tell you it’s 
not a matter of if a recession will 
occur but when.
 On top of this tax discus-
sion, Senator Scheer introduced 
LB 682 which would require any 
district under 650 students to 
partner with four or five districts 
to provide additional educational 
opportunities.  This would mean 
those districts have the same school 
calendar and daily bell schedule to 
utilize distance learning opportuni-
ties for more classes to be offered.  
If the bill’s intentions are as Senator 
Scheer describes, there could be 
some value in multiple school dis-
tricts working together to expand 
curricular ideas.  But the discus-
sion needs to be closely monitored 
as school consolidation becomes 
a focus in many states when eco-
nomic times become tough or state 
legislatures look for ways they think 
they can save money.  The thought 
is fewer schools serving more stu-
dents will be a better model.  But 
in communities like Anselmo and 
Merna, the school is more than a 

place where kids are educated.  It’s 
a source of community pride.  It’s 
a place to watch your kids perform 
and excel in areas of talent.  It’s a 
place where your friends meet and 
talk about your own high school 
careers sharing laughs and stories.  
I’m not saying Senator Scheer’s bill 
is disingenuous, but I would cau-
tion to watch these types of bills 
and their potential financial im-
pacts closely. Money and econom-
ics are always important, but what 
is the value of the local school?  I’m 
not sure a price tag can be placed 
on that!  

Third grade students completed 
their mural project.  This project, 
along their drawings of rockets in 
space, supported their classroom 

study of our solar system.



 We are starting to wind 
down the winter sports season. 
Although the weather is giving us 
no signs of spring,  it will be here 
before we know it.  Attendance is a 
major concern in the spring.  Track 
meets, music contests, quiz bowl 
and brandings will cause students 
to miss school. This time of year 
things can really start to get away 
from us. I encourage you to take 
the time and help your child “stay 
the course” and finish the year off 
strong.  Lets work together to make 
sure we have good school atten-
dance the remainder of the year. 

 Our students have just 
started NeSA testing. The writing 
test window has come and gone 
and we will soon be getting ready to 
administer the Reading, Math and 
Science tests.  Our MAP testing will 
follow the NeSA tests this year. It 
seems like a lot of testing but that 
is the world we live in.  Although 
the majority of test preparation is 
through the school, you as parents 
can help by making sure your child 
has proper rest and has a good 
breakfast during this time.  

 I would like to complement 
our student body for all the spirit 
and support they have shown at 
the last few basketball games.  The 
players and coaches appreciate the 
positive support and sportsmanship 
displayed at the games. 

A Message from 
the Principal

By: Darrin Max, 7-12 Principal/AD

What’s your opinion?
Q: What do you like most about Valentines Day?

“Sending cards to people.”

“Getting and eating candy!”

“Sending valentines to people.”

Courtney Kastens

Jacob Furrow

Sydney Wells


