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New Scoreboards
By: Adam Christen

Retirement Party for 
Mr. Gruszczynski

A retirement 
party will be held 

on Wednesday, 
May 21st, in the 

commons area of 
the Anselmo-

Merna School for 
Mr. Gruszczynski. 
The party will run 

from 4:30-7:00.

 The A-M high school gym 
has received an upgrade over the 
past few weeks. New scoreboards 
have been installed on the east and 
west walls. The decision to upgrade 
the scoreboards came about at 
one of the school board meetings. 
The motion passed and the Ansel-
mo-Merna School Foundation was 
quickly in pursuit of new boards. In 
the end the foundation went with 
the Nevco Company and purchased 
two new boards for $40,000. The 
upgrade of the scoreboards will 
now allow for posting individual 
stats as well as the comon informa-
tion found on scoreboards during 
games.
 To help increase support for 
the school, advertisement blocks 
were added to the bottom of the 

boards. Within 36 hours of opening 
purchasing of the advertisement 
blocks, all blocks were sold. Don 
Wamsley and Donovan Wagner 
have been hard at work to install 
the new boards. 
 Look for the new upgrade 
at the start of next year’s sports 
season!



FFA
By: Kelsey Thompson

 On Wednesday, April 9th, 
the FFA students traveled to Lin-
coln for State FFA. The Ag Mechan-
ics team consisting of Lane West, 
Shaun Christen, Kolton Russell 
and Conor McKenney started off 
the competition for the students 
and placed 4th overall, receiving 
a purple ribbon. Conor received 
a purple, Kolton and Shaun each 
received a blue and Lane received a 
red individually. Also leaving with 
the Ag Mechanics team were Victor 
Deprez, Taynen Mach, Troy Gilli-
gan and Jadyn Stover to take their 
farm management test. Overall, the 
team received a red ribbon. Inde-
pedently, Victor received a purple 
ribbon and Taynen earned a red. 
 That night all the kids 
dressed up in official dress and at-
tended the opening ceremony at the 
Pershing Center. While at Pershing, 
the FFA students got to listen to a 
speaker who was a mentalist. There 
was also a laser show. 
 The next day was full of 
competitions. Students partici-
pating in Livestock Judging were 
Trent Geiser, Doug Finney, Kylen 

Thompson, and Dusty Chandler. 
As a team, the students received a 
blue ribbon. Individually, Trent and 
Dusty each received a blue ribbon. 
Kenzie McMullen and Shelby Span-
el were delegate representatives of 
the chapter and attended meetings 
most of the morning on behalf of 
the A-M chapter. They discussed 
and voted on FFA matters. Com-
peting in Agronomy were Lane 
West, Kolton Russell, Tyler Chan-
dler, and Kelsey Thompson. Partic-
ipating in Natural Resources were, 
Michaella Olson, Rebecca McDer-
mott, Mitchell Burnett and Victor 
Deprez. Michaella and Rebecca 
each received a blue ribbon and 
Mitchell received a white riboon. 
Sadie Littell, Doran Kolasa, Kenzie 
McMullen and Mitchell Burnett 
participated in Agriscience. Mitch-
ell received a blue ribbon. The meat 
judging team consisted of Ashley 
Markham, Shaun Christen, Justin 
Wells, and Shelby Spanel. 
 When students were not 
participating in a competition, 
they went to the Pershing Center 
to attend a job fair. The job fair 

allowed students to explore and 
learn about jobs in Ag related fields. 
That evening the students went 
to Champions to relax and enjoy 
themselves while playing games. 
After a tour of the UNL campus, 
students and sponsors returned to 
Merna. The Anselmo-Merna FFA 
Chapter would like to thank Mr. 
Dunbar, Denise Woodward, and 
Bryan Fangmeyer for sponsoring 
the trip.
 On Thursday, April 17th, 
the FFA held their banquet along 
with a labor auction. Anderson’s 
Grain donated the meat prepared 
by Ed’s Redneck Catering. Awards 
were given out and the new 2014-
2015 officers were voted into their 
office retiring the 2013-2014 of-
ficers. The new FFA president is 
Kylen Thompson. Vice President is 
Doug Finney, Treasurer is Kelsey 
Thompson and the Secretary is 
Michaella Olson. Shelby Spanel was 
sworn in as Reporter, Lane West as 
Sentinel, Shaun Christen as Parlia-
mentarian and Mitchell Burnett as 
Historian. Star awards were given 
out to outstanding students. The 



Star Greenhand Award, given to the 
top first year member, was awarded 
to Shelby Spanel. The Star Chap-
ter Farmer was Dusty Chandler, 
Star Chapter Ag Placement was 
awarded to Jordan White and Star 
Chapter Agribusiness was award 
went to Danielle Gibson. The labor 
auction took place after the awards 
were presented. In the end, the FFA 
raised over $4,700. The A-M FFA 
would like to thank everybody who 
come and supported our chapter.

FFA Cont.
 April 12th was Ansel-
mo-Merna’s Prom. This year’s 
prom theme was “It Was Enchant-
ing to Meet You.” The high school 
gym was beautifully decorated 
with trees and sparkly chandeliers 
by the junior class. The ladies put 
on their gorgeous prom dresses 
and the men looked dapper in 
their tuxes. The junior class and 
their parents hosted a banquet 
where they served prime rib, 
cheesy potatoes, corn, and cheese 
cake. As a gift to the seniors, the 
juniors put together a slideshow 
with pictures of the seniors’ four 
years in high school. They asked 
teachers to say a few nice words 
about each person in the class.
 The promenade began at 
8 p.m. The men escorted their 
beautiful dates down the Grand 
March to show off their spectacu-
lar gowns. Then finally the dance 
started at 9 p.m. The students 
danced the night away!  
 A big thanks goes to all the 
Juniors, Junior parents, and ev-
eryone else who helped make this 
night a huge success!

Prom
By: Jordan White

 The 2014 Anselmo-Merna 
dance team tryouts were held on 
March 30th. The 2014 dancers are 
Tami Myers, Taynen Mach, Syd-
ney Wells, Kenzie McMullen, Jalea 
Chandler, Megan Christen, Kourt-
ney Safranek, Ellie Wells, Maddie 
Bumgarner and Victoria Griffith. 
The Sponsors are Alision Schmidt 
and Martha Safranek. 
 Last year the dance team 
hosted a school dance. They also 
performed at half time of basketball 
games. 
 The girls will start this year 
off with a dance camp during the 
summer and intend to continue 
dancing at sports event.

Dance Team
By: Tami Myers

 On April 1st, the quiz 
bowl team traveled to Kearney to 
compete in the ESU 10 Quiz Bowl 
Competition. Participants includ-
ed Dusty Chandler, Ryan Boyd, 
Victor Deprez, Shaun Christen, 
Collin Safranek, Mitchell Burnett, 
Aaron Furrow, Sydney Wells, Renae 
Finney, Troy Gilligan, Seth Spanel, 
Kendra Burnett, Jesica Spanel, Joel 
Mundorf, Shelby Spanel, and Ken-
zie McMullen. The team went 1-2. 
 On April 9th, the team went 
to Callaway for their final compe-
tition of the season. Participants 
were Boyd, Wells, Taya Klein, Fin-
ney, Safranek, K. Burnett, Mundorf, 
and Spanel. The team went 2-5. 
  Congratulations on a great season!

Quiz Bowl
By: Ryan Boyd

 There is still time to turn in 
your Box Tops for Education labels 
for redemption this school year. So 
far this year, Anselmo-Merna has 
earned about $290, which is quite a 
dip from last year.  If you hold onto 
your labels for too long, they expire 
and cannot be turned in to General 
Mills.
 Box Tops labels are on many 
different products, all under the 
General Mills umbrella of products. 
You may be surprised at the variety 
of products that have a label, so 
don’t forget to check out all of your 
purchases for the label. A complete 
list of products is also available at 
boxtops4education.com.
 Labels can be turned in at 
the office or to Mrs. Baker. Keep 
clipping!

Box Tops



 Mrs. McGinn’s second 
grade students study dinosaurs 
every year in their classroom. Ac-
tivities include digging for dino-
saurs, writing independent research 
reports, and making model fossils. 
They get to work in groups to 
build a dinosaur model. Students 
also assemble paper dinosaurs and 
figure out what they are. They read 
lots of books about dinosaurs and 
listen to Mrs. McGinn read even 
more. When they go to Mrs. Jack-
son’s art room, they get to make 
independent dinosaur projects~like 
this year’s T-Rex drawings.  They 
also get to work together to finish 
a mural project. Second graders 
learn from their project, and then 
their project helps other kids learn!  
Second graders would like to invite 
you to come see their Triceratops 
Mural.

2nd Grade ArtJunior High Track
By: Bailee Maring

 On April 8th, the junior 
high had their first track meet in 
Ravenna. Tiff Myers  placed 6th in 
high jump, Victoria Griffith placed 
6th in the 100, and Tara Geiser 
earned 5th in shot put. Megan 
Christen got 1st in long jump and 
Safranek placed 4th in high jump. 
The 400 meter relay of Griffith, 
BaiLee McMillan, Taylan Myers, 
Malinda Osienger, and Kourtney 
Safranak got 5th. The relay consist-
ing of Ellie Wells, Becca Maring, 
Oseinger, and Geiser earned 5th. 
Maring, Jalea Chandler, Myers, and 
M. Christen got 4th in the 3200 
relay. 
 The boys’ results for the 
Ravenna meet were Cameron 
Downey earned first in long jump, 
Luke Christen got 2nd in high 
jump, and Cameron Gibson placed 
3rd in triple jump. L. Christen fin-
ished 1st in the one mile; in the 200 
low hurdles, Downey finished 3rd 
and Gibson placed 4th. Downey 
earned 1st, L. Christen finished 5th, 
and Gibson came in 6th for the 60 
meter hurdles.
 On the 16th, the teams trav-
eled to Hershey. In long jump, M. 
Christen placed 1st and Chandler 
finished in 6th place. In 195 meter 
hurdles, M. Christen finished 1st. 
Griffith earned 5th in the 100 meter 
dash and 5th in the 200 meter. The 
400 meter relay team of Griffith, 
Myers, Maring and Safranek placed 
3rd.
 Downey finished 3rd in 
long jump, 3rd in the 195 meter 
hurdles, and 2nd in the 100 meter 
dash at the Hershey meet. Gibson 
tied for 1st in triple jump, placed 
4th in the 195 meter hurdles, and 
placed 3rd in the 100 meter hur-
dles. L. Christen got 2nd in high 

jump and 1st in the 1600 meter 
run. The 400 meter relay team of 
Downey, Gibson, L. Christen, and 
Ryan Cooksley placed 5th.
 On April 22nd, a meet was 
held in Bow. M. Christen placed 
3rd in long jump and 6th in 100 
meter hurdles. Griffith earned 3rd 
in the 100 meter and 5th in the 200 
meter dash. The 4x100 relay team 
of M.Christen, Maring, Griffith, 
and Myers finished the meet with 
4th.
 L. Christen finished with 
3rd in high jump, 2nd in the 200 
hurdles and 2nd in the 800 meter 
run. Downey ended the day with 
3rd place in long jump, 1st in the 
200 meter dash and 1st in the 1600 
meter. Gibson earned 3rd place 
in triple jump and 6th in the 200 
meter hurdles.
 The Arnold meet scheduled 
for the 29th was postponed due to 
bad weather.



 On Saturday, April 5th, the 
Coyote track teams went to Arnold 
for the Mullen Invite. Point earners 
for the boys were Keenan Stupka 
earning 2nd with a time of 54.5 
and Collin Lambertson placing 
3rd with a time of 58.1 in the 400 
meter dash. In the 800 meter run, 
Lambertson placed 2nd with a time 
of 2:24.5. For the 1600 meter run, 
Mitchell Burnett finished 4th with 
a time of 5:57.4. Adam Christen 
got 1st with a time of 11:26.6 in the 
3200 meter. The 400 meter relay of 
Seth Spanel, Aaron Furrow, Tyler 
Chandler, and Austin Davis ended 
3rd with a time of 55.2. In the 1600 
meter relay, the team of Spanel, 
Furrow, Burnett, and Davis placed 
3rd with a time of 4:50.9. The 3200 
meter relay team of Lambertson, 
Burnett, Spanel, and A. Christen 
got 1st with a time of 9:44.2. For 
field events Dusty Chandler placed 
3rd in triple jump with a jump of 
36’5 ½ and 1st in high jump with 
a jump of 5’10. Stupka jumped 
5’4 for 2nd place in high jump. In 
discus, T. Chandler placed 4th with 
a throw of 108’6 and 4th in shot 
put with a throw of 35’1 1/2. Shaun 
Christen placed 4th in the 110 hur-
dles with a time of 18.6 and 4th in 
the 300 hurdles with a time of 49.4. 
Stupka placed 6th in the 100 meter 
dash with a time of 12.4 and 2nd in 
the 200 meter dash with a time of 
25.0. 
 Brathe Myers was a point 
earner for the Lady Coyotes earn-
ing 5th in the 100 meter dash with 
a time of 14.8, and Lindsey Burnett 
placed 6th with a time of 15.0. In 
the 200 meter dash Tami Myers 
placed 3rd with a time of 29.7, 
Shaylynn Laible placed 4th with a 

time of 29.7, and Lindsey Burnett 
placed 6th with a time of 31.6. In 
the 400 meter run, T. Myers placed 
1st with a time of 1:04.4 and Jes-
ica Spanel placed 5th with a time 
of 1:15.6. In the 800 meter run J. 
Spanel placed 2nd with a time of 
2:55. Libbie Cramer earned 1st in 
the 1600 meter run with a time 
of 5:53.6 and Kelsey Thompson 
placed 6th with a time of 6:42.1. 
Cramer also placed 1st in the 3200 
meter run with a time of 12:56.4 
and Sydney Wells placed 4th with a 
time of 14:56.9. Kenzie McMullen 
placed 4th in the 100 meter hurdles 
with a time of 20.1 and 5th in high 
jump with a jump of 4’4”. In the 300 
meter hurdles, Laible placed 6th 
with a time of 56.0. In the 4x100 
meter relay Anselmo-Merna placed 
2nd with a time of 56.6. In the 
4x400 meter relay, A-M placed 4th 
with a time of 5:09.2. In shot put, 
Jayden Burnett got 1st with a throw 
of 30’6.5” and Megan Max got 2nd 
with a throw of 30’2”. Max placed 
1st in discus with a throw of 123’. 
In the long jump, T. Myers got 1st 
with a jump of 15’9” and B. Myers 
earned 4th with a jump of 13’5.75”. 
In the triple jump, T. Myers got 2nd 
with a jump of 32’8.5”.
  On April, 8th, the teams 
went to the North Central track 
meet. The point earners for the 
boys were, Geiser earning 6th in 
the 200 meter dash with a time of 
24.8. Stupka placed 5th in the 400 
meters with a time of 54.7. In the 
110 meter hurdles, Ryan Halouska 
placed 3rd with a time of 16.9. The 
400 meter relay team consisting of 
Stupka, Troy Gilligan, Geiser, and 
D. Chandler got 3rd with a time of 
48.0. The 1600 meter relay team of 

Stupka, Lambertson, S. Christen, 
and Gilligan placed 4th with a time 
of 3:47.8. The 3200 meter relay 
team of Lambertson, Burnett, D. 
Chandler, and A. Christen placed 
5th with a time of 9:46.7. In the 
field events, Halouska placed 3rd in 
long jump with a jump of 19’2.5” 
and Geiser placed 4th with a jump 
of 19’2.5”. Halouska also placed 1st 
in high jump with a jump of 6’5” 
and D. Chandler finished in 5th 
with a jump of 5’8”. 
 There were also several 
point earners for the girls. In the 
300 meter hurdles, Laible placed 
4th with a time of 51.9. Cramer 
earned 1st in the 1600 meter run 
with a time of 5:50.29. In triple 
jump, T. Myers got 1st with a jump 
of 33’4.50”. Max finished 2nd in 
discus with a throw of 118’ 9”. 
The 4x800 of Thompson, Ashley 
Markham, Spanel, and Wells ended 
in 4th with a time of 11:52.47. In 
the 3200 meter run, Cramer got 
1st with a time of 12:26.87 and 
Jadyn Stover got 6th with a time of 
15:16.31. In the 400 meter dash, T. 
Myers got 5th with a time of 1:04.81 
and Laible got 6th with a time of 
1:07.12. In long jump, T. Myers got 
2nd with a jump of 15’11.75” and 
B. Myers got 5th with a jump of 
14’4.75”. J. Burnett got 4th with a 
throw of 32’3.75” and Max got 6th 
with a throw of 30’ 8” in shot put. 
 On April 16, the Burwell 
meet was held. Geiser placed 5th in 
long jump with a jump of 19’5.5” 
and Gilligan placed 6th with a jump 
of 19’2”. Halouska placed 2nd in 
triple jump with a jump of 39’8”. In 
high jump, Halouska placed 2nd 
with a jump of 5’10”, Stupka tied 
for 4th with a jump of 5’6”, and D. 

Track
By: Megan Max



Chandler tied for 6th with a jump 
of 5’4”. In the 100 meter dash, Geis-
er got 6th with a time of 11.8 and 
Stupka placed 5th in the 400 meter 
dash with a time of 57.3. The 800 
meter run had Lambertson placing 
7th with a time of 2:21.0. A. Chris-
ten earned 5th place in the 1600 
meter run with a time of 5:22.7. In 
the 3200 meter run, A. Christen got 
1st with a time of 11:27.2 and Bur-
nett got 5th with a time of 12:30.1. 
Halouska got 3rd in the 110 meter 
hurdles with a time of 16.8., and 
6th in the 300 meter hurdles with 
a time of 48.3. The 400 meter relay 
team of Stupka, Gilligan, D. Chan-
dler, and Geiser got 5th with a 
time of 49.2. The 3200 meter relay 
team of Lambertson, Burnett, Ryan 
Boyd, and Spanel ended up 5th 
with a time of 10:10.3. 
 For the girls’ team, L. Bur-
nett got 8th in the 100 meter dash 
with a time of 14.90. In the 200 
meter dash, T. Myers got 3rd with 
a time of 28.60. For the 800 meter 
run, Spanel got 4th with a time of 
3:03.40 and Wells placed 5th with 
a time of 3:06.50. Cramer got 1st 
in the 1600 meter run with a time 
of 6:09.40. Cramer also got 1st in 
the 3200 meter run with a time of 
13:26.70. and Stover placed 6th 
with a time of 15:31.40. In the 300 
meter hurdles, Laible finished in 
4th with a time of 57.40. The 4x100 
meter relay team of B. Myers, L. 
Burnett, K. Burnett, and Laible got 
6th with a time of 59.20. The 4x400 
meter relay team of Thompson, 
Markham, Spanel, and K. Burnett 
got 7th with a time of 5:23. In the 
4x800 relay, the team of Thomp-
son, Markham, Spanel, and Wells 
got 4th with a time of 12:15. Long 

jump had T. Myers in 1st place with 
a jump of 16’05.25” and B. Myers 
getting 5th with a jump of 15’02”. In 
triple jump, T. Myers got 2nd with 
a jump of 32’10”. In the shot put, J. 
Burnett got 4th place with a throw 
of 31’7” and Max finished 8th with 
a throw of 29’10”. Max finished 1st 
in discus with a throw of 117’6”. 
 The teams traveled to 
Sutherland on April 22nd for the 
Wallace Track Meet. In long jump, 
Geiser placed 2nd with a jump of 
18’7.5”. Halouska got 1st in triple 
jump with a jump of 40’0.5”. In high 
jump, D. Chandler got 2nd with a 
jump of 5’10” and Halouska placed 
3rd with a jump of 5’8”. In the 100 
meter dash, Geiser got 6th with a 
time of 11.8. Stupka got 2nd in the 
400 meter dash with a time of 54.1. 
In the 800 meter run, Lambertson 
got 2nd with a time of 2:17.4. In the 
1600 meter run, A. Christen placed 
6th with a time of 5:23.7, and in the 
3200 meter run A. Christen got 3rd 
with a time of 11:17.6. In the 110 
meter hurdles, Halouska got 3rd 
with a time of 17.1 and S. Christen 
got 6th with a time of 18.4. In the 
300 meter hurdles, S. Christen got 
5th with a time of 47.9. In the 400 
meter relay, the team of S. Christen, 
Halouska, D. Chandler, and Kylen 
Thompson finished 5th with a time 
of 48.9. The 1600 meter relay team 
of Stupka, Lambertson, Gilligan, 
and Geiser earned 2nd with a time 
of 3:49.1. In the 3200 meter relay, 
the team of Lambertson, Burnett, 
Spanel, and Boyd ended up in 3rd 
with a time of 9:44.7. 
 In the 100 meter dash, L. 
Burnett got 4th with a time of 14.40 
and B. Myers got 5th with a time 
of 14.50. In the 200 meter dash, T. 

Myers got 2nd with a time of 28.40 
and L. Burnett finished 6th with a 
time of 30:40. Laible got 4th with 
a time of 1:07.70 in the 400 meter 
dash. In the 800 meter run, Wells 
got 6th with a time of 3:01.40. 
Cramer placed 1st in the 1600 
with a time of 5:54.40 and 1st in 
the 3200 meter run with a time of 
12:39.40. In the 300 meter hurdles, 
Laible got 5th with a time of 53.50. 
Max got 1st in discus with a throw 
of 123’5”. T. Myers finished in 1st 
place in the triple jump with a jump 
of 32’11 3/4” and 1st in long jump 
with a jump of 15’8”. In high jump, 
McMullen got 6th with a jump of 
4’4”. The 4x100 meter relay  team 
of B. Myers, L. Burnett, K. Burnett, 
and Laible got 3rd with a time of 
56.70. The 4x400 meter relay team 
of J. Spanel, K. Burnett, Thompson, 
and Markham got 5th with a time 
of 5:10.40, and the 4x800 relay team 
of Wells, Thompson, Markham, and 
J. Spanel finished 4th with a time of 
12:13.40. In shot put, J. Burnett got 
3rd with a throw of 32’2 3/4” and 
Max got 5th with a throw in 30’6”. 

Track
By: Megan Max



 Twenty-eight Ansel-
mo-Merna junior and senior high 
school music students performed 
recently at district music contest in 
Broken Bow. The students com-
prised a variety of small groups 
and/or solo entries, with 16 differ-
ent entries performing a judged 
musical piece.
 A-M students had a great 
year, as they obtained eight ratings 
of Superior (I) and eight ratings of 
Excellent (II).
 Earning a rating of Supe-
rior were:  Kenzie McMullen, flute 
solo; Sadie Littell, vocal solo; Jadyn 
Stover, vocal solo; Caitlin Havelka, 
Victoria Griffith and Kenzie Mc-
Mullen, flute trio; Shaun Christen, 
Ryan Boyd and Cameron Gibson, 
percussion ensemble; Jalea Chan-
dler, Megan Christen, Cameron 
Downey, Tara Geiser, Ellie Wells, 

District Music

Shelby Spanel and Megan Max, 
mixed woodwind ensemble; Sydney 
Wells, Vanessa Hoard, Kenzie Mc-
Mullen, Caitlin Havelka, Victoria 
Griffith and Meghan Burnett, flute 
ensemble; and Vanessa Hoard, Ken-
zie McMullen and Sydney Wells, 
flute trio.
 A rating of Excellent was 
awarded to: Jordyn Myers, vocal 
solo; Maggie Kirkpatrick, vocal 
solo; Kenzie McMullen, vocal solo; 
Aaron Furrow, Luke Christen, Ryan 
Cooksley, Keenan Stupka, Jayden 
Burnett and Lane West, brass en-
semble; Jesica Spanel, Shelby Span-
el, Kenzie McMullen, Jadyn Stover, 
Michaella Olson, Jordyn Myers, 
and Jadyn Stover and Maggie 
Kirkpatrick, vocal ensemble; Megan 
Max, Shelby Spanel and Ellie Wells, 
clarinet trio; Shelby Spanel, clarinet 
solo; and Vanessa Hoard, flute solo.

 Congratulations to Wyatt 
Porter and Jace Leibhart on their 
second place finish at the regional 
Invention Convention held in Ke-
arney on April 17.  Jace and Wyatt 
competed against 11 other inven-
tions in the 6th grade division.

Invention Convention

Upcoming Events
May:

      6th: Best of the Midwest  
    Track Meet 
     (Qualifiers Only)

      6th: 7-12 Music Concert

      7th: Honors Banquet
         Meal @ 6:00

      8th: LVC Track @ Bow

      9th: Kindergarten 
              Round Up @ 8:30am

      9th: Seniors’ last day

      10: Graduation


