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JH Track
By: Tami Myers

 The Jr. High track team 
began their season with a meet on 
April 7th in Ravenna. Point earners 
for the girls were Taylan Myers with 
a 7th place finish in triple jump. 
Olivia Bryant with an 8th place in 
discus and 4th place in shot put. 
Kourtney Safranek placed 7th in 
the 100-meter hurdles, and Vicki 
Griffith finished 3rd in the 100-me-
ter dash and 5th in long jump. Ma-
shayla Burnett placed 8th in long 
jump and 3rd in the 1600 meter 
run, while BaiLee McMillan placed 
6th in shot put. Alexis Zimmer 
placed 3rd in the 200-meter hur-
dles, and Rebecca Maring placed 
8th in the 200-meter hurdles. The 
girl’s 4x800 meter relay consisting 
of Tiffy Myers, Zimmer, Burnett, 
and Maring finished with 3rd place, 
the 4x100 meter relay consisting 
of Griffith, Safranek, Maring, and 
Zimmer placed 3rd, and the 4x400 
meter relay consisting of Mattie 
Bumgarner, Safranek, McMillan, 
and Taylan Myers finished 5th 
place. 
 The point earners for the 
boys were Wyatt Porter with a 4th 
place finish in the 800-meter dash 
and a 4th place finish in triple 
jump. Destry Miller ended the 
meet with a 4th place finish in the 
100-meter dash and 4th place in the 
400-meter dash. The 4x800 meter 
relay consisting of Jace Leibhart, 
Porter, Safranek, and Clay Brandon 
finished in 6th place.
 On April 15th the teams 
traveled to compete at Hershey St. 
Pats. The point earners for the girls 
were Zimmer with 1st place in high 
jump, setting a new meet record, 
and 2nd in the 195 hurdles. M. Bur-
nett placed 1st in the 1600 meter 
run, also setting a new meet record, 

5th in the 800-meter run, and 5th 
in long jump. Griffith placed 1st 
in long jump, 5th in the 100-me-
ter dash, and 5th in the 400-meter 
dash. Bryant placed 4th in shot 
put, and McMillan placed 6th in 
shot put. The 4x100 meter relay 
consisting of Griffith, Bumgarner, 
Bryant, and Zimmer got 6th place. 
The 4x400 meter relay consisting of 
Bumgarner, McMillan, Tiffy Myers, 
and M. Burnett got 6th place. 
 The boy point earners were, 
Miller with 2nd in the 100-me-
ter dash, 1st in the 400-meter 
dash, and 3rd in long jump. Por-
ter received 1st in the 800-meter 
run, 2nd in discus, and 2nd in 
triple jump. The 4x100 meter relay 
consisting of Seth Miller, Safranek, 
Leibhart, and Clay Brandon earned 
5th place. The 4x400 meter relay 
consisting of D. Miller, Safranek, 
Leibhart, and Porter earned 1st 
place.
 The Coyotes participated 
in the Bow Invite at Broken Bow 
on April 21st. The point earners 
for the girls were Safranek with a 
6th place finish in the 100-meter 
hurdles. Griffith received a 3rd 
place finish in the 100-meter dash, 
4th in long jump, and 3rd in the 
200-meter dash. M. Burnett fin-
ished the 1600-meter run in 3rd 
place. Zimmer placed 7th in the 
200-meter hurdles and Safranek 
placed 8th in the 200-meter hur-
dles. Bryant placed 4th in shot put, 
Taylan Myers placed 6th in triple 
jump, Bumgarner placed 7th in 
triple jump, and Zimmer placed 4th 
in high jump. 
 Boy point earners were 
Porter with a 4th place finish in 
high jump and a 5th place finish in 
the 800. D. Miller placed 6th in the 

400-meter dash.
 On April 25th, the teams 
competed at the MNAC meet in 
Arnold. Point earners for the girls 
were Bryant with a 3rd place finish 
in shot put and a 4th place finish 
in discus. Griffith with a 5th place 
finish in long jump, a 2nd place 
finish in the 200 meter dash, and 
a 4th place finish in the 100 meter 
dash. Zimmer finished 2nd in high 
jump and 5th in the 200-meter 
hurdles. Bumgarner placed 5th in 
triple jump, while Safranek finished 
4th in the 100 meter hurdles and 
Maring placed 6th in the 100 meter 
hurdles. M. Burnett placed 4th in 
the 1600 meter run. The 4x100 
meter relay consisting of Griffith, 
Bumgarner, Bryant, and Zimmer 
placed 2nd. 
 Point earners for the boys 
were D. Miller with a 6th place in 
the 400 meter dash and Porter with 
a 6th place finish in the 800 meter 
dash.
 The teams brought their 
seasons to a close with the South 
Loup Invite on April 28th. Bryant 
finished 6th in shot put, earn-
ing points for the girls. Griffith 
earned 4th in long jump, 2nd in 
the 100-meter dash, and 1st in the 
200-meter dash. Zimmer added 
points with a 4th place finish in 
high jump, a 2nd place finish in the 
200 meter hurdles, and 6th in the 
200 meter dash. Bumgarner fin-
ished 5th in triple jump, while M. 
Burnett ended the meet with a 4th 
place finish in the 1600 meter run. 
The 400-meter relay of Griffith, Sa-
franek, Maring, and Zimmer ended 
with 3rd.
 D. Miller earned points for 
the boys during this meet with a 
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Girls’ Track
By: Aaron Furrow

Boys Track
By: Troy Gilligan

 On April 2nd, the girls’ 
track team traveled to Arnold for 
the Mullen Invitational. Tami My-
ers placed 1st in the 400-meter dash 
with a time of 64.3 and 3rd in the 
200-meter dash. For field events, 
Myers placed 1st in long jump with 
15’8”, and 3rd in triple jump with 
32’10”. Libbie Cramer placed 1st 
in both the 1600 meter run with 
a time of 6:08.7 and in the 3200 
meter run with a time of 13:22.5. 
Megan Christen brought home a 
medal in the 300-meter hurdles 
with a time of 57.2 and a 6th place 
finish. Jalea Chandler placed 6th in 
triple jump with 27’6”, and Jayden 
Burnett placed first in shot put with 
a throw of 32’3” and 2nd in discus 
with a throw of 87’½”.
 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
to Basset for the Sand Hills Invita-
tional Track Meet on April 7th. T. 
Myers placed 2nd in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 28.86. She also 
placed 3rd in the 400 meter dash 
with a time of 1:04.71, 1st in long 
jump with a distance 14’4”, and 1st 
in triple jump with jump of 33’0”. 
Cramer placed well in her distance 
events, earning 1st in the 3200 
meter run with a time of 12:59.21 
and 2nd in the 1600 meter run with 
a time of 5:47.15. J. Burnett placed 
4th in shot put with 31’11” throw. 
Christen placed in the 100-meter 
hurdles with a time of 18.30.  

 Burwell was the next des-
tination for the Lady Coyotes on 
April 17th for the Burwell invita-
tional. T. Myers placed 4th in the 
200-meter dash with a time of 28.4, 
2nd in the 400-meter dash with 
a time of 62.7, 3rd in triple jump 
with a jump of 33’ 3”, and 2nd in 
long jump with 16’ 3”. Cramer also 
placed in all of her events, earning 
1st in the 3600 meter run with a 
time of 12:39.2 and first in the 1600 
meter run with 5:51.1. J. Burnett 
placed in shot put with a throw 
of 33’ 6.½”. The 4x400 meter relay 
team of Ashley Markham, Jesica 
Spanel, J. Burnett, and Christen got 
8th with a time of 5:11.1. 
The lady Coyotes made their way 
to Sutherland on April 21st for 
the Wallace invitational. T. My-
ers got 2nd in the 200 meter dash 
with a time of 1:05.2, 1st in long 
jump with the jump of 16”6’, and 
1st in triple jump with a 33”8.5’ 
jump. Brathe Myers placed 4th in 
the 100-meter dash with a time 
of 13.08. Cramer placed 1st in 
the 1600 meter run with a time of 
5:51.8 and 2nd in the 3200 meter 
run with a time of 12:36.6. Christen 
placed 4th in the 100-meter hur-
dles with a time of 17.90 and 6th in 
the 300-meter hurdles with a time 
of 56.60. J. Burnett placed 3rd in 
shot put with a throw of 33”10’. The 
4x800 meter relay team placed 5th 
with a time of 13:31.7.

 On April 2nd, the Ansel-
mo-Merna boys’ track team com-
peted in the Mullen Invite at Ar-
nold. The team placed 3rd overall. 
Trent Geiser placed 6th in the 100m 
dash with a time of 11.9+++ and 
2nd in the 200m dash with a time 
of 24.3. Colin Lambertson placed 
1st in the 800m run with a time of 
2:13 and 1st in the mile with a time 
of 5:07. Troy Gilligan placed 2nd 
in long jump with a jump of 18’1”, 
3rd in the 100m dash with a time 
of 11.9, and 2nd in the 300 hurdles 
with a time of 44.2. Shaun Chris-
ten placed 4th in the 110 hurdles 
with a time of 17.3 and 5th in the 
300m hurdles with a time of 47.7. 
Tyler Chandler placed 5th in shot 
put with a throw of 37’5” and 5th 
in discus with a throw of 95’ 2 ½”. 
Mitchell Burnett placed 6th in the 
3200m run with a time of 13:50. 
Keenan Stupka tied for 1st place in 
high jump with a jump of 5’6”, 4th 
in the 200m dash with a time of 
25.1, and 3rd in the 400 with a time 
of 57.9. Joel Mundorf placed 4th in 
the 800m run with a time of 2:25. 
Luke Christen placed 6th in high 
jump with a jump of 5’0” and 3rd in 
the mile with a time of 5:15. Cam-
eron Gibson placed 6th in triple 
jump with a jump of 32’ 11” and 
6th in the 800m run with a time of 
2:33. Cameron Downey placed 5th 
in long jump with a jump of 17’8”. 
The 4x100 team consisting of Gilli-
gan, Cameron Downey, S. Christen, 
and Geiser placed 1st with a time 
of 48.4. The 4x400m relay team of 
Ryan Cooksley, Chandler, James 
McMillan, and Austin Davis placed 
4th with a time of 5:09. The 4x800m 
relay team placed 3rd with a time of 
10:36. The relay team consisted of 
Gibson, Burnett, James McMillan, 

JH Track
Cont.

5th place finish in the 400 meter 
dash and a 6th place finish in the 
200 meter dash. Porter ended the 
meet with 5th place in the 800-me-
ter dash and 6th place in high 
jump.
Congratulations on a great season!



Prom
By: Tami Myers

 This year’s prom theme was 
“Night at Gatsby’s” and was held on 
April 18th. To begin the festivities, 
a banquet was held for the juniors 
and seniors at 6:00 at the Merna 
Community Building. The fresh-

Boys Track
Cont.

and Mundorf.
         The track team traveled to 
Bassett to compete in the North 
Central Invite on April 7th. The 
team placed 5th overall out of 11 
teams. Geiser placed 4th in the 
100m dash with a time of 11.9. 
Lambertson placed 3rd in the 800m 
run with a time of 2:05. Gilligan 
placed 3rd in long jump with a 
jump of 19’2” and 2nd in the 300m 
hurdles with a time of 45.03. Stupka 
tied for 6th in the 400m dash. The 
4x100 team of Gilligan, Downey, 
S. Christen, and Geiser placed 3rd 
with a time of 47.5. The 4x400 team 
of Stupka, Geiser, Gilligan, and 
Lambertson placed 4th with a time 
of 3:46 and the 4x800m relay team 
of Lambertson, Mundorf, Gibson, 
and L. Christen placed 4th with a 
time of 9:26.
         On April 17th, the team 
competed in the Burwell Invite. The 
coyotes placed 3rd as a team. Geiser 
placed 4th in the 200m dash with 
a time of 24.5. Lambertson placed 
1st in the 800m run with a time of 
2:07. Gilligan placed 4th in long 
jump with a jump of 19’4” and 2nd 
in the 300m hurdles with a time of 
42.8. S. Christen placed 3rd in the 
300m hurdles with a time of 45.2 
and 2nd in the 110m high hurdles 
with a time of 17.0. Stupka placed 
5th in the 400m dash with a time 
of 55.4. The 4x800m relay team of 
Lambertson, Stupka, Mundorf, and 
L. Christen placed 1st with a time 
of 8:52. The 4x400m relay team 
of Stupka, Geiser, Gilligan, and 
Lambertson placed 1st with a time 
of 3:46. The 4x100m relay team of 
Gilligan, Downey, S. Christen, and 
Geiser placed 1st with a time of 
46.4.
         The Coyotes then went to 
Sutherland on April 21st, to com-

pete in the Wallace Invite. Lam-
bertson placed 1st in the 800m 
run with a time of 2:10 and 4th in 
the mile with a time of 5:22. Gilli-
gan placed 5th in long jump with 
a jump of 19’8” and 2nd in the 
300m hurdles with a time of 44.9. 
S. Christen placed 3rd in the 110m 
high hurdles with a time of 16.5 
and 6th in the 300m hurdles with a 
time of 47.2. Stupka placed 2nd in 
the 400m dash with a time of 55.4. 
L. Christen placed 2nd in the mile 
with a time of 5:09. The 4x100m 
relay team of Gilligan, Downey, 
S. Christen and Geiser placed 3rd 
with a time of 47.2. The 4x400m re-
lay team of Stupka, Downey, Geiser, 
and Gilligan placed 2nd with a time 
of 3:54 and the 4x800m relay team 
placed 1st with a time of 9:12.

man servers, Cameron Downey, 
Luke Christen, Cameron Gibson, 
Ryan Cooksley, Megan Christen, 
Malinda Osienger, Jalea Chandler, 
and Ellie Wells, greeted the juniors, 
seniors, and their dates upon arriv-
al and ushered them to their seats. 
After a delicious meal consisting of 
salad, prime rib, cheesy potatoes, 
cheddar biscuits and Butterfinger 
dessert, the entertainment, Mr. 
Fangmeyer, began. He started out 
with jokes about members of the 
senior class. He then moved to the 
more moving part of his speech, 
leaving some students in tears. Af-
ter the entertainment, the banquet 
came to a close and the students 
headed over to the school for the 
Grand March. The Grand March 
started at 8:00 with the dance fol-
lowing shortly after. 

 After a few hours of danc-
ing, it was time to change out of the 
tuxedos and fancy dresses and head 
to After Prom. After Prom start-
ed in the cafeteria with food and 
games. Then came the activity all 
students were waiting for, Bubble 
Soccer. At 2:00a.m. the students 
eagerly headed to the Activities 
Building to start the game. To play 
Bubble Soccer, students needed to 
be in teams of 5 or 6 people. Five 
players then put on the protective 



 On April 19th, Ansel-
mo-Merna dance team hosted a 
Daddy-Daughter Dance for young 
girls in preschool-8th grade and 
their fathers. For a fee of $10, 
fathers were able to escort their 
daughters to a night of dancing, 
refreshments and the possibility of 
winning a prize. Overall the dance 
was a success with nearly 50-60 
people in attendance. 

Daddy/Daughter Dance
By: Sadie Littell

 FFA participants traveled 
to Lincoln to participate in State 
FFA from April 8th-10th. Each 
participant completed a test in an 
Ag related subject. Teams receive 
ribbons for scoring in the top per-
centile. Ribbons: Purple-Top 12%, 
Blue-Top 25%, Red-Top 37%, and 
White-Top 50%.
 The team of Kolton Russell, 
Justin Wells, Lane West, and Shaun 
Christen received a red ribbon in 
Ag Technology and Mechanics. 
The team of Megan Christen, Tara 
Geiser, Cameron Downey, and 
Malinda Osienger received a red 
ribbon in AgriScience. Trent Geiser, 
Doug Finney, Kelsey Thompson, 
and Kylen Thompson received a red 
ribbon in Agronomy. In Farm Man-
agement, Jadyn Stover, Seth Spanel, 
Taynen Mach, and Mitchell Burnett 

received a blue ribbon.  In Flori-
culture, Kenzie McMullen, Jalea 
Chandler, Tami Myers, and Sadie 
Littel received a red ribbon.  Shelby 
Spanel participated in Meat Evalu-
ation and received a white ribbon. 
The team of Ashley Markham, 
Michaella Olson, Kendra Burnett, 
and Doran Kolasa received a red 
ribbon in Natural Resources. Over-
all the FFA students received a blue 
ribbon, as a group.
 On the 23rd of April, the 
FFA Banquet was held in the high 
school gym. The FFA participants 
inducted the new members to the 
FFA office. The new officers are: 
President-Mitchell Burnett, Vice 
President-Shelby Spanel, Trea-
surer-Jadyn Stover, Secretary-Mi-
chaella Olson, Sentinal-Lane West, 
Reporter-Jalea Chandler, Histori-
an-Tyler Chandler, and Parliamen-
tarian- Shaun Christen. Also, 22 
FFA members were auctioned off at 
the labor sale that night.  Overall, 
the members raised $3,200.  The 
Anselmo-Merna FFA would like to 
thank everyone for the support of 
the banquet and labor auction.

FFA
By: Collin Safranek

Missoula Theater
By: Sadie Littell

 On March 23rd, directors 
Jenifer Wills and Jeremy Cunning-
ham came to Anselmo-Merna to 
put together the Children’s Missou-
la Theater Play Production. Audi-
tions for the play Robin Hood were 
held after school on Monday for 
students in grades K-8th. Over-
all, 51 A-M students participated. 
After the roles were assigned, the 
cast began practicing. The students 
put in hard work, practicing from 
4-8 pm throughout the week. On 
March 27th, the cast performed 
for a matinee for the school and an 
evening performance for family, 
friends and community members. 
Congratulations and great job to all 
the students who participated.      

bubble that covered everything 
from the knees up. The goal was 
to kick a soccer ball into the other 
team’s goal, with the added obstacle 
of getting knocked around by other 
people in bubbles. It was a very fun 
game that all the students enjoyed. 
When bubble soccer was finished, 
the students collected their prizes 
and went home.
 Thank you to the junior 
class, sponsors, parents, and every-
one else who helped make prom a 
huge success.

Prom
Cont.



Science Olympiad
By: Mr. Lewis

 On Saturday, April 25 Jalea 
Chandler, Cameron Downey, James 
McMillan and Malinda Osienger 
competed in two events at A-M’s 
first ever state Science Olympiad at 
UNL.  They excited to be part of the 
large competition, and somewhat 
overawed by the much larger teams 
that were participating.
 After the opening ceremo-
ny, James and Cameron got to work 
with their Air Trajectory device 
launching at designated targets.  
Their device worked well launching 
four shots at two targets.  Their tar-
geting was unexpectedly off, how-
ever and they placed below sixth 
place in the competition.

 Later in the morning, Jalea 
and Malinda showed their prowess 
at estimating elastic stretch and 
rebound in the Bungee Drop event.  
Their first drop was within 20 cm 
of the limit and their second went 
within 10 cm for a combined score 
of 30.  This was enough to earn 
them a second place finish for silver 
medal in the event.
 Owing to the limited size of 
the A-M team, it was not possible 
for the school to compete in more 
events, and we look forward to 
growing Science Olympiad at A-M 
in future years.

 Nine fifth and sixth grade 
students attended the 3rd Annual 
Holdrege Band Festival on Satur-
day, April 25.
 Students rehearsed a total 
of 8 pieces over the past several 
weeks, and joined with approxi-
mately 380  fifth- and sixth-graders 
from 31 schools on Saturday, when 
they practiced the selections in two 
different bands. The clinicians for 
those bands were professors from 
Wayne State College.
 Students were able to see 
what it’s like to play in a very large 
ensemble, and received valuable 
instruction from these experienced 
clinicians. A late-afternoon concert 
wrapped up the day.
 A-M students attending this 
festival were:  (6th grade) Claire 
Cooksley, Tyson Havelka, Kaitlyn 
Jacquot and Carson Leibhart; and 
(5th grade) Grace Cantrell, Macy 
Miller, Haley Wells, Kirsten Myers 
and Breanna Wilson.
 The concert has been posted 
to YouTube, and can be viewed at 
the following link: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=_bnuxx_
vp74&feature=youtu.be

Holdrege Band Festival
By: Mrs. Baker



 The music students at 
Anselmo-Merna have had a busy 
schedule over the past month.
 High school band students 
attended the Mid-Nebraska Activ-
ities Conference East Instrumen-
tal Clinic in Ansley on March 23.  
Under the direction of clinician 
Bill Reichert, the students spent the 
day rehearsing six pieces of music, 
ranging in style from jazz, to pop, 
to more lyrical and formal. They 
performed the selections at an eve-
ning concert.
 On March 31, the school 
hosted the very first MNAC Mu-
sic Contest, with students from 
15 conference schools attending. 
Approximately 500 junior high and 
high school students came to our 
school to perform and be critiqued 
by judges in both vocal and instru-
mental categories. A-M students 
fared very well, with all entries 
receiving ratings of superior or 
excellent.
 The JH/HS music students 
also attended district music contest 
on April 24 in Ord. This contest 
also sees students performing in 
vocal and instrumental categories, 
but schools from the entire district, 
not just our conference, attend. 
A-M students received ratings from 
Good to Superior at this gathering.
 A-M entries at these two 
events included: Meghan Burnet 
– flute solo and vocal solo, one 
Superior, two Excellent and one 
Good; Sydney Wells – flute solo 
– one Excellent, one Good; Jadyn 
Stover --  vocal solo, two Excel-
lent; Jordyn Myers – one Excellent, 
one Good; Sydney Wells, Victoria 
Griffith, Caitlin Havelka – flute 
trio – two Superior; Jalea Chandler, 
Luke Christen, Megan Christen, 

Shaun Christen, Ryan Cooksley, 
Cameron Downey, Tara Geiser, 
Cameron Gibson and Ellie Wells 
– instrumental ensemble – one 
Superior and one Excellent; Victo-
ria Griffith, Tiffany Myers, Malinda 
Osienger and Jaina Harbour – vocal 
ensemble, one Superior; Malinda 
Osienger and Jaina Harbour – vo-
cal duet, one Excellent; Meghan 
Burnett, Tiernan Mach, Courtney 
Kastens and MaShayla Burnett – 
one Superior, one Excellent; vocal 
ensemble with 22 students – one 
Superior, one Excellent; girls vocal 
ensemble with 10 students – one 
Good.

Music
By: Mrs. Baker


