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 Four Anselmo-Merna stu-
dents were selected for and recently 
attended the Underclassmen Honor 
Band held in Kearney.
 Freshmen Jalea Chandler, 
Luke Christen, Megan Christen 
and Ellie Wells traveled to Kearney 
on Jan. 19 for the event, which was 
held at the Merryman Performing 
Arts Center and at Kearney High 
School. The three girls rehearsed 
with the festival band at KHS 
during the day, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Duane Bierman of the 
University of Nebraska at Kearney. 
Luke rehearsed with the honor 
band at the Merryman, under the 
direction of Dr. Tim Farrell, also 
from UNK.
 Both bands performed in a 
concert that evening at the Merry-
man.

Honor Band and Choir

 Anselmo-Merna junior, 
Jadyn Stover, traveled to Kearney 
Monday, Jan. 26, for the University 
of Nebraska Kearney Honor Band 
and Choir Clinic. She auditioned 
and was selected to the festival 
choir, which was directed by Jason 
Steven of Millard.
 The group rehearsed in 
the Drake Theater during the day, 
and then performed as part of a 
large concert that evening in the 
Health and Sports Complex at 
UNK. The festival choir was one 
of three choirs and two bands that 
rehearsed and performed at the 
concert. 

Academic All-State
Congatulations to A-M’s Fall Aca-

demic All-State award winners!

 The Nebraska School 
Activities Association (NSAA) is 
pleased to announce the student 
recipients of the Fall 2014 Ne-
braska Chiropractic Physicians 
Association (NCPA) Academic 
All-State Awards.  Since 2006, this 
NSAA Award Program has rec-
ognized students who meet the 
criteria during Fall, Winter, and 
Spring Seasons in the season of 
their activity and who demonstrate 
individual academic excellence, 
leadership, and significant con-
tributions in their NSAA activity.  
Anselmo-Merna had several stu-
dents recognized in the fall season 
including:

Libbie Cramer--Girls Cross Coun-
try and Play Production
Cameron Downey--Football
Joel Mundorf--Football
Luke Christen--Play Production
Kenzie McMullen--Volleyball
Sydney Wells--Volleyball

 Congratulations to these 
student athletes for their commit-
ted effort to give their best and 
representing themselves and our 
school in outstanding fashion!



Boys Basketball
By: Troy Gilligan

 The Anselmo-Merna boys’ 
basketball team traveled to Sumner 
to compete in the S-E-M Holiday 
Tournament on December 19th 
and 20th. For the first game, they 
took on the S-E-M mustangs and 
won 64 to 45. The leading scor-
ers were Troy Gilligan and Shaun 
Christen with 19 points each and 
Collin Safranek had 11 points. S. 
Christen also led with 10 rebounds.
  The A-M boys then took 
on Elwood for the Champion-
ship game. The Coyotes fell to the 
Pirates, 72-59. Gilligan was the 
leading scorer with 14 points. Trent 
Geiser and S. Christen both added 
in 12 points. S. Christen led in re-
bounds with 7, followed by Geiser 
with 6.
  The Coyotes then compet-
ed in the Brady Holiday Tourna-
ment on January 2nd and 3rd.The 
Coyotes took on Eustis-Farnam 
and won the game 61-29. Gilligan 
was the leading scorer with 13 
points. Kylen Thompson pitched 
in 11 points along with Geiser and 
Safranek with 10 points each. S. 
Christen led in rebounds with 8, 
and Thompson had 6 rebounds 
in the game. Gilligan led in assists 
with 3 and steals with 4.
  The Coyotes took on Brady 
in the Championship game of 
the holiday tournament and won 
61-49. Gilligan led in scoring with 
15 points. Safranek had 11 points, 
and S. Christen and Geiser both 
chipped in 10 points. Christen led 
with 10 rebounds. Gilligan also led 
with 4 assists and 6 steals. Geiser 
had 3 steals in the contest.
  The team took on the 
Central Valley Cougars on January 
10th.  The Coyotes won the con-
test, 58-27. Gilligan was the lead-

ing scorer with 24 points. Geiser 
also contributed with 17 points. S. 
Christen was the leading rebound-
er with 7 followed by Thompson 
and Doug Finney with 5. Gilligan , 
Geiser, and Luke Christen all had 3 
assists.
  The team lost for the second 
time this season when they played 
Elwood for the second time on Jan-
uary 13th. Gilligan led the scoring 
with 21 points. Geiser also contrib-
uted with 19 points, and Thomp-
son had 11 points in the contest.  
S. Christen led in rebounds with 
10. Thompson pitched in with 8 
boards.

  On January 16th, the Coy-
otes traveled to Thedford to take 
on the Sandhills-Thedford Knights. 
The Coyotes lost the contest, 50-59. 
Geiser was the leading scorer with 
17 points followed by Gilligan with 
12. S. Christen led in rebounds with 
7. Tyler Chandler and Thompson 
both ended with 5.
  The Coyotes then traveled 
to Amherst to take on the Amherst 
Broncos. The Coyotes lost this 
matchup, 76-55. Gilligan led the 
scoring with 13, and Geiser pitched 
in 10 points. S. Christen and 
Thompson led in rebounds with 6 a 
piece. L. Christen and Gilligan led 

in assists with 4 each.
  The Coyotes got back on 
track when they took on the SEM 
Mustangs and won the game 67-40. 
Gilligan was the leading scorer with 
20 points, while S. Christen had 13 
points. S. Christen had 6 rebounds 
and Chandler chipped in with 4 
rebounds. Gilligan and L. Christen 
had 4 steals each.
 The Coyotes continued their 
winning streak with a win against 
North Central. The Coyotes won 
the game 44-24. Gilligan was the 
leading scorer with 11 followed by 
Thompson with 10 and Safranek 
with 9 points. S. Christen and 
Thompson were the leading re-
bounders with 6 a piece. 
 The Coyotes won their first 
round game of the MNAC tour-
nament, against Ansley-Litchfield, 
with the score of 54-36. The leading 
scorer for the Coyotes was Gilligan 
with 20 points. S. Christen, Geiser, 
and Thompson all had 8 points. S. 
Christen and Thompson both had 
7 rebounds in the game. Geiser and 
Gilligan led in steals with 4 a piece. 
The Coyotes advance in the MNAC 
tournament to take on the South 
Loup Bobcats. 



 The Lady Coyotes ended 
first semester with their first Hol-
iday Tournament at Sumner on 
December 19th. The Lady Coyotes 
played a hard game against S-E-M. 
The game went into overtime but 
sadly the Lady Coyotes came out 
with a loss, 51-54. Renae Finney 
and Jayden Burnett led in points 
with 14 each. Megan Christen led 
in rebounds with 7, followed by 
Tami Myers with 5. Kelsey Thomp-
son and Ashley Markham also 
chipped in with 4 each. Tami Myers 
led in steals with 3 followed by 
Thompson with 2. 
 On December 20th, the 
Lady Coyotes returned to Sumner 
for the second day of their tour-
nament to face the Elwood Lady 
Pirates. They had a successful day 
and came out with a win, 54-28. 
Thompson and Christen led in 
points with 10 each. Christen also 
led in rebounds with 9 followed by 
Tami Myers and Thompson with 8 
each. Jesica Spanel and Christen led 
in steals with 3 each, followed by 
Tami Myers, Shelby Spanel, Brathe 
Myers, Kenzie McMullen, and Re-
nae Finney all with 2 each.
 To finish Christmas break, 
the Lady Coyotes traveled to Brady 
on January 2nd for the Brady 
Holiday Tournament. Their first 
game was against Eustis-Farnam. 
The Lady Coyotes came out with a 
heartbreaking loss, 41-42. Thomp-
son led in points with 12, followed 
by Christen and Tami Myers with 
7 points each. J. Burnett led in 
rebounds with 6 followed closely 
by McMullen and Christen with 5 
each. Markham had 1 block.
 The Lady Coyotes went 
back to Brady the next day to 
finish the tournament. They played 

against Brady and came out with 
a loss, 35-51. Christen led the 
team in points with 10 followed 
by Tami Myers with 7. Christen 
led in rebounds with 6, followed 
by Markham and J. Burnett with 
4 each. Christen had 2 blocks and 
Thompson ended with 1. Tami My-
ers led in steals with 4 followed by 
Markham with 3. This game ended 
the holiday tournament for the 
Lady Coyotes.
 On January 10th, the Lady 
Coyotes had a home game against 
the Central Valley Cougars. The 
Lady Coyotes played hard and 
came out with a win, 50-47. Finney 
led in points with 14, followed by 
Christen with 13.  Christen led in 
rebounds with 13 followed by Tami 
Myers with 5 and McMullen with 4.

 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
to Elwood on January 13th to play 
against the Elwood Lady Pirates. 
The Lady Coyotes played strong 
and came out with a win, 69-42. 
Thompson was the leading scorer 
with 20 points followed by Chris-
ten with 14 and Tami Myers with 
13. Christen led in rebounds with 
8 followed by Finney with 5. Tami 
Myers had 5 steals and Finney had 
4 blocks. 

 On January 16th, the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Thedford to 
take on the Lady Knights. The Lady 
Coyotes had a very hard game and 
sadly came out with a loss, 22-68. 
Thompson led in points with 7 fol-
lowed by Christen and Tami Myers 
with 3 each. Finney led in rebounds 
with 3 and J. Burnett had 2 blocks.
 On January 17th, the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Amherst to play 
against the Lady Broncos. It was a 
tough game and the Lady Coyotes 
fell with a loss, 44-53. Tami Myers 
led in points with 19 followed by 
Finney and Markham with 8 each. 
Markham was the leading rebound-
er with 5 rebounds. Tami Myers led 
in steals with 4, while Thompson, 
McMullen, and Markham all had 1 
steal each.
 On January 20th, the Lady 
Coyotes had a home game against 
S-E-M. The Lady Coyotes came 
out with a loss, 43-49. Thompson 
led in points with 10, followed by 
Tami Myers and Markham each 
with 8. Tami Myers, Thompson, 
and Markham all led in steals with 
3 each. J. Burnett had 1 block.

Girls Basketball
By: Tami Myers



 The junior high Lady Coy-
otes started the season off with 14 
girls. Their first game was on Janu-
ary 13th, where the Lady Coyotes 
faced the South Loup Lady Bobcats. 
The A team girls lost, 13 to 21. 
Alexis Zimmer was the lead scorer 
with 6 points, followed by Victoria 
Griffith with 3. Tiffany Myers led 
in rebounding with 6 with Taylan 
Myers chipping in with 5.  The B 
game was a close, contested match. 
The Lady Coyotes lost 10 to 11 in 
the final seconds.  Olivia Bryant led 
in points with 4, followed by Zim-
mer with 3.  BaiLee McMillan led 
the team with 7 rebounds.
 The Lady Coyotes played 
the Mullen Lady Broncos on Janu-
ary 15th. The A team played as hard 
as they could but came out with 
a loss, 18 to 27. Tiffany Myers led 
the team in scoring with 6 points, 
followed by Zimmer, Kourtney 
Safranek, and Taylan Myers with 
4 points each. Tiffany Myers also 
led in rebounds with 6. The B game 
was another close game, but the 
Lady Coyotes ended up losing 10 
to 16. MaShayla Burnett was the 
leading scorer with 4 points.
 On January 22, the team 
traveled to Sargent to take on Twin 
Loup. The A team girls won in a 
very close game, 14 to 8.  Safranek 
led the team in points with 5, fol-
lowed by Taylan Myers with 4.  Tay-
lan also led the team in rebounds 
with 9.  The B game was at halftime 
of the A game.  The Lady Coyotes 
came away with a 6 to 6 tie.

 On December 20th, the 
Anselmo-Merna wrestling team 
competed at Sutherland, along with 
22 other teams. Justin Wells placed 
4th in the 182 pound weight class. 
Wells was the only one to place at 
this meet. Seth Spanel went 2-2 at 
the meet. 
 On January 10th, the boys 
traveled to Amherst. Wells placed 
2nd in his weight class.  Mitchell 
Burnett went 1-2 for the matches 
that he wrestled. 
 The team traveled to 
Sumner for the S-E-M Invite on 
January 16th. Wells placed 1st in 
the 182 pound weight class and 
Seth Spanel placed 3rd in the 132 
pound weight class.  
 The next day, the wrestlers 
traveled to Dunning. Wells received 
2nd in his weight class.  
 On January 23, the boys 
traveled to Callaway. Wells placed 
1st in his weight class. Spanel also 
placed, receiving 4th.  
 The next day, the boys 
traveled to Mullen. Wells finished 
the day with 1st place. Spanel and 
Burnett both placed 4th.

Wrestling
By: Sadie Littell

Girls Junior High Basketball
By: Collin Safranek

Boys Junior High Basketball
By: Collin Safranek

 The junior high boys faced 
the South Loup Bobcats on January 
13th.  The Coyotes showed domina-
tion in the B game as they won 36 
to 8.  Wyatt Porter was the leading 
scorer with 10 points, followed by 
Reese Huhman with 8. The A game 
was a hard loss for the boys.  They 
lost to the Bobcats, 37 to 58.  The 
leading scorer was Jace Leibhart 
with 13 points, followed by Seth 
Miller pitching in with 7.
 On January 15th, the boys 
played the Mullen Broncos.  The 
A team played a very hard match 
but fell short, losing 28 to 37.  Seth 
Miller led in scoring with 9 points, 
followed by Destry Miller with 7 
points.  The B game boys won their 
game 35 to 11.  S. Miller led the 
team with 7 points, followed by 
Clay Brandon with 6.
 On January 19th, the boys 
found their first win against the 
Broken Bow Indians, 56 to 18. 
 The team traveled to Sar-
gent on January 22nd to play the 
Twin Loup Wolves.  The A team 
boys played a very successful game, 
winning 29 to 21. This makes the 
junior high boys record 2-2.  



Senior Spotlight
By: Aaron Furrow

Elizabeth Cramer

Conor McKenney

“The parents of the junior class 
would like to thank all those that 
purchased ‘Coyote wear’ from their 
recent fundraiser.  It was a great 
success.  We were able to make 
enough funds for the banquet and 
also present a nice monetary gift to 
the Junior class for prom expenses.  
We are very appreciative of our 
supportive community!” 
   Robin Christen and Kristy Wells

Where do you plan to attend college?
I have absolutely no idea. Scary, I 
know!

If you could change anything about 
your high school career, what woud 
it be?
I would go out with my friends 
more often.

What is your favorite class?
Art

What is your favorite meal?
A seafood dish containing any of 
the following: scallops, crab legs, 
lobster, shrimp, oysters, and fish!

If you had 1 million dollars, what 
would you buy?
A house on an island in Bora Bora.

Who do you look up to most in your 
life?
My mom, dad, older sisters and 
Austin Powers.

If you could live anywhere where 
would you live?
Bora Bora

What will you miss most about A-M?
My friends, classmates, and art 
class.

Where do you plan to attend college?
Milford Southeast, MOPAR CAP

If you could change anything about 
your high school career, what woud 
it be?
More art class

What is your favorite class?
Shop

What is your favorite meal?
Mr. Hoyt’s BBQ Ribs

If you had 1 million dollars, what 
would you buy?
1970 series 1, 240z. Racecar

Who do you look up to most in your 
life?
Jim Morrison (“The Doors” lead 
singer)

If you could live anywhere where 
would you live?
South California, close to the city 
but still in the country.

What will you miss most about A-M?
Shop

THANK YOU!




