
The Howler
Anselmo-Merna Public School            December 2014

Football
By: Aaron Furrow

Speaker
By: Ashley Miller

 On November 24th, the A-M football team traveled to Lincoln to 
play at Memorial Stadium for the D2 state finals against the Exeter-Mil-
ligan Timberwolves. After a tough fought battle, the Coyotes ended their 
season with their first loss with a score of 26-40. Troy Gilligan was the 
leading scorer with two rushing touchdowns. Shaun Christen and Trent 
Geiser ended the game with a touchdown each.
 The Coyotes ended the season with a final record of 12-1. Gilligan 
and Geiser each ended the year with over 1,000 rushing yards. Congratu-
lations on an amazing and successful season!

 On Tuesday, November 
25th, the 4th through 12th grade 
students went to the Broken Bow 
High School to listen to Curt 
Tomasevocz, an Olympic athlete, 
speak. Curt is from Shelby, Ne-
braska and was a member of the 
American Olympic bobsled team. 
In 2006, Curt and his team placed 
sixth in the 4-man Olympic Winter 
Games in Torino, Italy.  In 2007, 
Curt and his teammate Steven Hol-
comb won a World Cup gold medal 
in the 2-man race.  Overall, Curt 
and his four-man team have won 
a bronze, silver, and gold medal at 
the National Championships. In 
his speech, Curt mentioned that he 
didn’t think it would be possible for 
a Nebraskan to become a bobsled-
der. When his interests grew, Curt 
met someone who was on a bobsled 
team who gave him information on 
how he could get involved. Now, he 
goes from school to school speak-
ing to the students. He encourag-
es students to remember that no 
matter where you live, you can do 
whatever you are passionate about.

Kylen Thompson

Trent Geiser

Colin Lambertson

Justin Wells



One-Act
By: Tami Myers

FFA
By: Sadie Littell

  On November 25th, the 
A-M one-act cast and crew traveled 
to Callaway for MNAC. After a 
great performance, the team fin-
ished 3rd, one point shy of second. 
Kenzie McMullen, Jalea Chandler, 
Aaron Furrow, Jesica Spanel, Kend-
ra Burnett, and Collin Safranek all 
received honorable mention acting 
awards. Libbie Cramer won best 
supporting actress and Taya Klein 
won best actress.
 The students traveled to 
Loup City on December 2nd for the 
D1 District Competition. The team 
did their best and finished with 3rd 
place, again falling one point shy of 
second. Taya Klein, Kenzie McMul-
len, Jalea Chandler, Elizabeth Cra-
mer, Luke Christen, Aaron Furrow, 
and Jesica Spanel all received acting 
awards.
 Congratulations on a suc-
cessful year.

Senior Spotlight
By: Troy Gilligan

 On December 3rd, the 
Anselmo-Merna FFA members 
traveled to North Platte to com-
pete in the FFA Leadership Skills 
Contests.  The Ag Demo team of 
Doug Finney, Kylen Thompson, 
Trent Geiser, Shaun Christen and 
Lane West received a red ribbon 
with their Branding Demonstra-
tion. The Parliamentary Procedure 
team of Mitchell Burnett, Michaella 
Olson, Shelby Spanel, Sadie Littell, 
Jadyn Stover, and Conor McKenney 
received a red ribbon. In Extemp 
Speaking, Michaella Olson received 
a blue ribbon and Doran Kolosa 
received red.  In Creed Speak-
ing Jalea Chandler received a red 
ribbon. Tami Myers placed 4th in 
Job Interview and received a blue 
ribbon. Shelby Spanel received 3rd 
place and a blue ribbon in Public 
Speaking.  With her 3rd place fin-
ish, Shelby is the alternate for state.  
The junior high Quiz Bowl team 
consisting of Tim Finney, Stormie 
Woods, Caitlin Havelka, Madison 
Barrett, and BaiLee McMillan par-
ticipated in Quiz Bowl and current-
ly have a record of 1-2.  Congratu-
lations to all the FFA members!  

Doug Finney
Where do you plan to attend 
college?
Undecided

What is your intended major?
I plan on majoring in Farm and 
Ranch Management. I also plan on 
doing rodeo in college.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?
I see myself back at home farm-
ing and ranching, having a family, 
and roping and doing rodeo every 
chance I get.

What is your greatest memory of 
high school?
Qualifying for the national finals as 
a freshman because not very many 
make the finals as a freshman.

What tips would you give younger 
students about high school?
If you want to be good at some-
thing take advantage of every 
opportunity you get and work hard 
until you have become the best you 
can be. Hard work pays off.

What is a major goal in your life?
To qualify for the NFR



 The Coyotes traveled to 
Arcadia on December 5th to play 
their first regular season basketball 
game. After a nail biter, the Coy-
otes ended with a winning score of 
36-33. The scoring was led by Troy 
Gilligan with 16 points, followed 
by Trent Geiser with 7 and Luke 
Christen with 6. Shaun Christen 
led the rebounds with 8, and Geiser 
following with 6.  Geiser and Gilli-
gan both had 4 steals.

Boys Basketball
By: Collin Safranek

Girls Basketball
By: Tami Myers

 The Lady Coyotes started 
their season on December 4th, at 
Arcadia against Arcadia/Loup City. 
The Lady Coyotes fought hard but 
ended with a loss, 27-50. Jayden 
Burnett led in points with 6, fol-
lowed by Renae Finney and Tami 

 On December 6th, the Mul-
len Broncos traveled to Merna to 
play the 2nd regular season game. 
The Coyotes won 43-34 in a close 
contested game. Gilligan led the 
Coyotes with 17 points, followed 
by Geiser and Collin Safranek with 
7 each. Kylen Thompson led in 
rebounds with 8, while S. Christen 
and Geiser both had 7. Gilligan also 
led in steals with 3, with S. Christen 
and Geiser both assisting with 2.
 The Coyotes traveled to Try-
on to play the McPherson County 
Longhorns on December 9th. The 
Coyotes dominated the court and 
ended with a score of 75-28. The 
leader of the scoring was Gilligan 
with 22 points, followed by Geiser 
with 12 points and Christen with 
11. Gilligan ended the night with 5 
steals and Geiser finished with 4. S. 

Christen finished with 5 rebounds 
followed by Doug Finney with 4. 
 On December 11th, the Sta-
pleton Broncos came to Merna. The 
Coyotes won with the score 40-29. 
Geiser led in points with 9 points, 
followed by Safranek and Gilligan 
with 8 points each.  S. Christen led 
the rebounds with 9 followed by 
Geiser with 6. Gilligan, Geiser, and 
S. Christen led in steals with 3 each.

Myers with 5 points each. Finney 
led in rebounds with 6, followed by 
Tami Myers, Kelsey Thompson, and 
Megan Christen with 5 each. 

 The Lady Coyotes had 
a home game on December 5th 
against Mullen. The Lady Coyotes 
fell short of a win, 21-42. Markham 
led with 7 points followed by Tami 
Myers with 6. Christen led in re-
bounds with 9, followed by Finney, 
McMullen, and Markham all with 6 
each. Tami Myers led in steals with 
3, while Christen and Brathe Myers 
ended with 2 each. 
 On December 9th the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Tryon to play 
against the McPherson County 
Longhorns. The Lady Coyotes came 
out with a win 57-22. Burnett led in 
points with 19, followed by Chris-
ten and Thompson with 9 each. 
Tami Myers led in rebounds with 
9, followed by Christen with 8. B. 
Myers had 1 block.
 On December 11th the girls 
had a home game against Stapleton. 
The Lady Coyotes came out with 
a win after a nail biter with a score 
of 42-40. Tami Myers led in points 
with 13, followed by Burnett with 
10 points. Markham led in re-
bounds with 9 and Christen ended 
with 8. Markham also led in assists, 
and Tami Myers had 1 block.

Basketball

 The Coyotes took on the 
Overton Eagles on December 16th. 
The Coyotes continued their unde-
feated season with a score of 63 to 
46.  The scoring was led by Gilli-
gan with 15 points followed by S. 
Christen with 14.  S. Christen had 
a big night grabbing 9 rebounds, 
followed by Thompson with 5.  Gil-
ligan led in steals with 4, followed 
by Geiser and Thompson each with 
3.



Senior Spotlight
By: Troy Gilligan D.A.R.E.

What will you miss most about 
high school?
I will miss seeing friends that I have 
been with for 12 years.

Where do you plan to attend 
college?
Milford

What is your intended major?
Undecided

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?
I take my life step by step. I don’t 
plan ahead.

What is your greatest memory of 
high school?
My greatest memory will be Mr. 
Dunbar. He is awesome.

What tips would you give younger 
students about high school?
Sometimes it’s just better to keep 
your mouth shut.

What is a major goal in your life?
To have a long life.

What will you miss most about 
high school?
Not having to pay for stuff.

Kolton Russell

On December 17th, the A-M 6th grade class graduated from the D.A.R.E. 
program. Over the course of ten weeks, the students learned about the 
harms of using drugs and alcohol through many different techniques 
from Sheriff Dan Osmond. They watched information videos, held class 
discussions and role played different situations. Students also learned how 
to avoid and get out of situations where they could be offered drugs or 
alcohol.
 The D.A.R.E. graduation program began with the Pledge of Alle-
giance, followed by a welcome from Mr. Mundorf. Sheriff Osmond then 
introduced several students who volunteered to read D.A.R.E. essays. 
Many of the students mentioned startling facts about drugs and alcohol 
they had learned through D.A.R.E., as well as how much fun they had 
participating in the program. Mrs. McCaslin and Sheriff Osmond then 
handed out the D.A.R.E. certificates to each member of the class. To close 
the ceremony, Sheriff Osmond reminded parents that this is a continual 
lesson to be learned and he reminded the students the importance of the 
program.



 The Anselmo Ladies V.F.W. 
Auxiliary sponsored the Voice of 
Democracy essay contest. The win-
ners of the contest were Sadie Littell 
with first place, Shelby Spanel with 
2nd place, and Lucas Miller with 
3rd place.
 The Ladies V.F.W. Auxiliary 
also sponsored the Patriot’s Pen 
essay contest. The winners were 
BaiLee McMillan with first place, 
Mattie Bumgarner with 2nd place 
and Caitlyn Havelka with 3rd place.

Wrestling
By: Sadie Littell

 The Anselmo-Merna Jr. 
High Wrestling team has had a 
successful season. On November 
21st, the team traveled to Mullen 
for their second meet. In Mullen, 
Wyatt Porter received 1st place and 
Coy Johnson received 3rd place. 
Their next meet was held in Dun-
ning. Everybody that participated 
in this meet finished in the top four. 
Wyatt Porter placed 1st and Coy 
Johnson placed 2nd. Their final 
meet was at home. At this meet 
Wyatt Porter placed 3rd. Congratu-
lations on a great season.

Junior High Wrestling
By: Aaron Furrow

Girls Basketball
By: Tami Myers

 This year, the high school 
wrestling team consists of 8 wres-
tlers. Senior wrestlers include Justin 
Wells and Colin Lambertson. Ju-
nior wrestlers are Mitchell Burnett 
and Seth Spanel. Sophomores are 
Keenan Stupka, Jacob McIntosh, 
and Lane West, and freshman wres-
tler Dylan Rasmussen.  
 On December 6th, the 
Anselmo-Merna wrestling team 
traveled to Mullen for their first 
meet.  Justin Wells placed 1st in the 
195 pound weight class and Col-
in Lambertson placed 4th in the 
145 pound class.  Mitchell Burnett 
wrestled at 170 pounds, Seth Spanel 
wrestled at 138 pounds and Dillon 
Rasmussen wrestled at 220 pounds.  
 On Saturday, December 
10th, the wrestlers hosted the An-
selmo-Merna Invite.  Justin Wells 
placed 1st in the 182 pound class, 
Mitchell Burnett placed 2nd in the 
170 pound class, and Seth Spanel 
placed 3rd in the 138 pound class. 
Seniors Justin Wells, son of Tammy 
and Mike Wells, and Colin Lamb-
ertson, son of Quincey and Yvonne 
Burnett, were recognized for their 
hard work and dedication. 

 On December 16th, the 
Lady Coyotes had a home game 
against Overton. The ladies fought 
hard but came out with a loss, 32-
63. Thompson led in points with 9, 
followed by Finney with 8 and 
Burnett with 7. Thompson also 
led in rebounds with 5, followed 
by Christen with 4. Tami Myers 
had 1 block. Leading in steals were 
Thompson and Christen with 2 
each. Tami Myers led in assists with 
5. B. Myers, Markham, and Burnett 
all chipped in with 2 each.

Voice of Democracy




