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 On November 11th, the Anselmo-Merna school hosted a Veter-
ans Day program. The program began with the 7-12 band playing “And 
the Nations Rejoice.” The American Legion Post #50 and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post #6215 then presented the colors. Pastor Roger Sloan of 
the Lillian Church of Christ led the Invocation. After the Invocation, the 
kindergarten class led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. The junior 
high and high school choir, along with students from the Sing Around Ne-
braska choir, sang “America, of Thee I Sing.” Mr. Max then introduced the 
speaker, Roger Broeker, a former State Commander of the VFW. Pastor 
Sloan led the audience in the Benediction. The program ended with the 
retiring of the colors. 

FFA
By: Sadie Littell

 On Monday, November 
10th, 28 students went to Curtis, 
Nebraska, to participate in District 
Livestock Judging. In the Senior
Division, Trent Geiser received a 
blue ribbon placing 10th, Ashley
Markham placed 33rd and Kylen 
Thompson 48th.  
 In the Junior Division,
Cameron Gibson placed 4th receiv-
ing a purple ribbon, Jacob McIn-
tosh placed 29th receiving blue, 
and Shelby Spanel received a white 
ribbon with 47th place. 
 In the Junior High Division, 
Caitlin Havelka placed 1st for the 
second year in a row, Jace Leibhart 
earned 2nd, MaShayla Burnett fin-
ished 4th, BaiLee McMillan placed 
6th, Wyatt Porter ended with 7th, 
Mattie Bumgarner got 8th, and
Dawson Duryea finished 9th. 
The junior high team of Caitlin, 
Jace, MaShayla, and BaiLee won 1st 
place.

Veterans Day Program
By: Tami Myers

Order your 
2014-2015 Yearbook!
Check out the order form in the 
back of the newsletter for prices 

and details!

Sponsor the 
2014-2015 Yearbook!
Want to see your business, ranch, 

or family advertisment in the year-
book? Contact Mrs. Crouch and 

ask how!
ecrouch@amcoyotes.org



Senior Spotlight
By: Collin Safranek

Where do you plan to attend 
college?
UNL

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?
Having a nice family or starting 
one, and having a good job.

Who was your high school crush?
Didn’t have one

What is the worst part about se-
nior year?
Choosing what to do with the rest 
of my life.

If you could change one thing 
about the school, what would it 
be?
Have more free time.

Where do you plan to attend 
college?
Either Doane or UNK

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?
I see myself back in this area, hope-
fully managing a business.

Who was your high school crush?
Ryan Halouska

What is the worst part about se-
nior year?
Trying to decide where I want to go 
and what I want to do.

If you could change one thing 
about the school, what would it 
be?
Probably the track because it would 
be nice to run without having to 
dodge potholes.

What is your biggest pet peeve?
When people don’t drive the speed 
limit.

What is your most creative excuse 
to get out of a homework 
assignment?
I had a game last night

Trent Geiser

Tamara Myers

One Act
By: Aaron Furrow

What is one quote that you live 
by?
Go the extra mile, it’s never 
crowded

What advice do you have for the 
incoming freshmen?
Popularity means nothing, 
especially if you go to a small 
school.

What is your biggest pet peeve?
People behind me shaking their feet 
on my desk in class.

What is your most creative excuse 
to get out of a homework 
assignment?
Cannot say or the teachers will find 
out my ways.

What is one quote that you live 
by?
What doesn’t kill you can make you 
stronger.

What advice do you have for the 
incoming freshmen?
Don’t wait until the last minute to 
do things.

 This year’s one-act play is 
“Willabella Witch’s Last Spell” by 
Thomas Hischak. Willabella, played 
by Taya Klein, attempts to retire 
and live a peaceful life with her two 
crows, played by Kenzie McMullen 
and Jalea Chandler, but is contin-
ually sought after by those she has 
cursed in the past. The Frog Prince, 
played by Collin Safranek, pleads 
to be turned back into a handsome 
prince, while Rapunzel, played 
by Tami Myers, simply wants her 
long hair back. Hansel, played by 
Aaron Furrow, and Gretel, played 
by Jesica Spanel, return to Willa-
bella’s cottage in search of candy. 
Sleeping Beauty, played by Jadyn 
Stover, wanders into the cottage 
in a trance, while Snow White, 
played by Libbie Cramer, finds 
herself in the cottage due to her 
poor sense of direction. Rapunzel’s 
Prince, played by Mitchell Burnett,                   
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Volleyball
By: Tami Myers

Football
By: Ashley Miller

Junior High Wrestling
By: Troy Gilligan

 The Coyotes competed in 
the first round of playoffs, facing 
off against Southwest on October 
30th. The Coyotes came out with 
a win, 76 to 20. The rushing attack 
was led by Trent Geiser with 142 
yards, followed by Troy Gilligan 
with 127 yards. Gilligan completed 
6 passes out of 10. Shaun Christen 
and Geiser had the most receiving 
yards with a total of 83 yards. Geis-
er led in defensive tackles with 18, 
followed by Gilligan with 16, and 
Tyler Chandler and Kylen Thomp-
son with 9 each.
            The Coyotes faced Paxton on 
November 5th, in the second round 
of playoffs. Paxton put up a fight 
but the Coyotes continued their 
undefeated season with a win, 74 
to 13. Gilligan completed 7 out of 
12 passes. Geiser led the team with 
172 yards. Collin Safranek had the 
most receiving yards with a total of 
79 yards, followed by Keenan Stup-
ka with a total of 37 yards. Geiser 
led in defensive tackles with 18, 
followed by Gilligan and Chandler 
with 9 tackles.
            On November 11th, the 
Coyotes played in the quarterfinals 
against the Sandhills/Thedford 
Knights. The Coyotes came out 
with a win 44-8. Gilligan completed 
4 passes out of 10. Safranek had the 
most receiving yards with a total 
of 18 yards, followed by Cameron 
Downey with 14 yards, and Geiser 
with 11 yards. The rushing attack 
was led by Geiser with 188 yards, 
followed by Gilligan with 144 yards.  
Gilligan led in defensive tackles 
with 13, followed by Geiser with 11, 
and Thompson with 9.
 On November 17th, the 
Coyotes traveled to Maxwell to play 
in the semifinals. It was a tough, 
cold battle but the Coyotes were 

Sleeping Beauty’s Prince, played by 
Luke Christen, and Snow White’s 
Prince, played by Seth Spanel, 
spend the duration of the play 
chasing after their loves. Kendra 
Burnett makes a quick cameo as the 
confused Frog Prince’s love interest. 
Willabella also gets a visit from the 
seven dwarfs, Cameron Downey, 
Megan Christen, Malinda Osienger, 
Meghan Burnett, Tara Geiser, Syd-
ney Wells and Ellie Wells. In all the 
chaos Willabella struggles to reach 
the goal of retirement.
 Along with the actors and 
actresses, several students have 
been working hard behind the 
scenes to make the play successful. 
Members of the crew include Shaun 
Christen, Troy Gilligan, Tracie My-
ers, Maggie Kirkpatrick, and Rhett 
Safranek.
 On Monday, November 
10th, the one-act team traveled to 
Ord to compete in the Chanticleer 
Festival. The meet allowed students 
to perform for an audience and to 
receive critiques before conference 
play.

 On November 3rd, the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Broken Bow 
for sub-districts. The ladies played 
S-E-M. After a hard fought game, 
the Lady Coyotes fell short in 5 sets, 
25-15, 19-25, 25-22, 24-26, and 
11-15. Sydney Wells and Megan 
Christen led the team with 3 serve 
aces each, followed by Brathe Myers 
with 2. Renae Finney led the team 
with 11 kills. Kelsey Thompson and 
Tami Myers followed close behind 
with 7 kills each. Ashley Markham 
led the team in assists with 21.
 This game brought the Lady 
Coyote’s season to an end. The 
leaders in season stats were Chris-
ten with 79 hits, followed by Finney 
with 72. Markham ended with 185 
set assists, followed by S. Wells with 
95. Christen led in ace blocks with 
39, followed by Finney with 27. 
Christen also led the team in digs 
with 163 followed by T. Myers with 
151. T. Myers led the team with 28 
serve aces followed by Christen 
with 26.
 Congratulations on a great 
season!

One-Act Cont.
able to bring home the win with 
a final score of 56-36. Gilligan 
completed 6 passes out of 10. The 
rushing attack was led by Gilligan 
with 228 yards, followed by Geiser 
with 185 yards. Thompson and Gil-
ligan led in defensive tackles with 
16 each, followed by Geiser with 14 
tackles and Chandler with 12.
 The Coyotes will travel to 
Lincoln for the 2014 NSAA State 
Football Championships. They will 
take on the Exeter-Milligan Tim-
berwolves on November 24th.  
 See the December Howler 
for pictures and state coverage!

 This year the jr. high wres-
tling team will again be coached by 
Todd Hoyt and Chanc McIntosh.  
 On November 13th, the 
Anselmo-Merna jr. high wrestling 
team traveled to Callaway to com-
pete in the South Loup Invitational. 
This was the first meet of the year. 
Destry Miller, Wyatt Porter, Seth 
Miller, and Rhett Safranek all went 
1-1 and each received a 2nd place 
medal. Though hard matches were 
fought, no other A-M wrestlers had 
a win.



Sing Around Nebraska
Honor Choice

 Sixth-grader Seth Chandler 
traveled to Lincoln on Nov. 6 to 
rehearse and perform with about 
150 other fifth- and sixth-graders 
selected for the Sing Around Ne-
braska Honor Choir.
 Students named to the choir 
recorded an audition that was sent 
to a selection committee, which 
chose members for the choir from 
about 1000 auditions statewide.
 Seth rehearsed with stu-
dents from across the state, under 
the direction of guest conductor 
Rollo Dilworth. Dr. Dilworth is a 
faculty chair at Temple University, 
and travels all over the world to 
direct children’s choirs. He is also 
a composer, and the group per-
formed one of his compositions 
as their encore piece. The students 
practiced the evening of Nov. 6 and 
all day Nov. 7, and gave a perfor-
mance that evening; choirs from 
Doane, Nebraska Wesleyan and the 
Unviersity of Nebraska rounded out 
the concert.
 According to Seth, there 
were so many good things that 
happened that weekend, he couldn’t 
decide which one thing he liked 
best!

 Fourteen A-M high school 
students participated in the 
Mid-Nebraska Activities Confer-
ence Vocal Clinic, held Oct. 27 in 
Arnold.
 Students from the eastern 
half of MNAC gathered for a day of 
singing under the direction of guest 
clinician Leah Purdy, who teaches 
at North Platte High School; the 
group totaled close to 90 students. 
Students prepared the same music 
at their individual schools before 
gathering together to rehearse for 
the day. The clinic ended with a 
concert that evening.

 Students at Anselmo-Mer-
na are busily preparing for next 
month’s holiday concerts. The 
junior high and high school will 
perform on Monday, Dec. 15, at 7 
p.m. in the high school gymnasium.
Elementary students will perform 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 18, also 
in the high school gymnasium. This 
is an early dismissal day, so please 
take note.
 We look forward to seeing 
you there!

MNAC Vocal Clinic Holiday Concert 
Schedule

JH/HS Christmas 
Concert:

   Monday, December 
15th @ 7 p.m.

Pre-K -6th Grade 
Christmas Concert:

Thursday, December 
18th @ 7 p.m.



8th Grade Mask Project
By: Collin Safranek

 On October 31st the 8th grade class went around the school to do some reverse trick or treating.  The 
class made characters on a mask made out of a paper bag.  The students had the choice of designing their bag any 
way they wanted.  The class went to Preschool and Junior Kindergarten and gave them Halloween stickers.  Next, 
they went to Kindergarten through 2nd grade and gave each student bookmarks.  The 8th grade class wanted to 
encourage reading to the younger kids.


