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4th Grade Haunted House
By: Aaron Furrow

Book Fair

November 17th-21st

Monday-Friday: 
1:00- 4:30

Tuesday: 
5:00-7:00

 The 4th grade class hosted 
their annual spooktacular haunt-
ed house on Wednesday, October 
29th. The event took place in the 
activities building during the after-
noon. The students began prepa-
ration for the haunted house by cre-
ating the stories and determining 
the setting. Some of the students 
used their favorite scary places such 
as a jail, graveyard, and a bedroom. 
 “We chose a hospital for our 
skit because a hospital is scary,” said 
Koral Schmidt.
“My group picked a jail because 
nobody has ever done it,” said Sid 
Miller.
 Once the setting and sto-
ryline were determined, students 
began building their sets and 
bringing in props. With everything 
in place students began rehearsing 

their lines.
 “My favorite part was plan-
ning everything on Google Docs,” 
said Andrew Furrow. 
 Many of the class agreed 
that the best parts of making the 
haunted house were building the 
sets with friends, setting everything 
up, and getting to scare everyone.   



Elementary Dance Camp
By: Tami Myers

Senior Spotlight
By: Sadie Littell

 On October 10th, the 
A-M dance team put on a dance 
camp for students in grades Pre-K 
through 6th. The theme for this 
year’s camp was Grease. Over 40 
students participated in the dance 
camp. The elementary students, 
along with the dance team mem-
bers met after school on the 10th to 
learn and practice the dance rou-
tine. 
 That evening, during half-
time of the football game, the girls 
showed off their “Grease” sides by 
wearing poodle skirts, leather jack-
ets, and scarves. For the halftime 
entertainment, the girls danced to 
the song “We Go Together”. They 
then accompanied the dance team 
in the school song routine.

What are your plans after high 
school?
I plan to go to college at Southeast 
in Lincoln or UNK to become a 
massage therapist.

If you could go anywhere in the 
world, where would you go and 
why?
The Carribbean Islands because I 
love looking at the water.

What is your favorite class and 
why?
Probably art because it is easy.

How would you describe your 
perfect day?
A perfect day would be a game day 
with a win and hanging out with 
friends afterwards.

What is one of your favorite 
childhood memories?
Spending the afternoons with my 
Grandma Phyllis.

What is your most embarrassing 
moment in high school?

What are your plans after high 
school?
Attend UNL or Creighton for 
Pathology.

If you could go anywhere in the 
world, where would you go and 
why?
Italy, for the food.

What is your favorite class and 
why?
Math, because it is easy.

How would you describe your 
perfect day?
Sleeping in until noon and going 
swimming all afternoon.

What is one of your favorite 
childhood memories?
Having birthday parties at Chucky 
Cheese every year with my cousin.

Ashley Markham

Taynen Mach

I was in Sargent at a basketball 
game and Mr. Furrow was holding 
the ball bag, and I asked him if I 
needed to hold his balls.

What will you miss most about 
high school?
Sports and my friends.

What is your most embarrassing 
moment in high school?
When Mr. Warren thought I was 
sick because I wasn’t wearing make 
up.

What will you miss most about 
high school?
My friends.



MNAC
By: Tami Myers

 This year a new conference 
was formed, eliminating the Loup 
Valley Conference. The Mid-Ne-
braska Activities Conference 
(MNAC) will be the new confer-
ence for Anselmo-Merna sports 
and activities. With this being the 
first year that A-M will be a part of 
the MNAC, it could be confusing. 
Through the many consolidations 
and school changes in our area, 
only 6 teams were left in LVC. 
Because of this, the conference 
continually looked for teams to 
add. This led to the LVC confer-
ence and the Sandhills conference 
combining to make 12 teams, 
forming the MNAC. The teams that 
are a part of this conference are 
Ansley-Litchfield, Anselmo-Merna, 
Arthur County, Brady, Cody-Kil-
gore, Hyannis, McPherson County, 
Mullen, Sandhills-Thedford, South 
Loup, Stapleton, and Twin Loup. 
With the bigger conference two 
divisions were created, the Sand-
hills division and the Loup Valley 
division. In competitions, the over-
all champion will be determined by 
having the winner of the Sandhills 
division and the winner of the Loup 
Valley division compete to have 
an overall MNAC champion. This 
new conference will not affect the 
teams A-M plays during the regular 
season games. The main changes 
will be evident during tournaments, 
conference and districts.

Football
By: Collin Safranek

 On October 3rd, the Ansel-
mo-Merna football team traveled 
to Thedford to take on the Sand-
hills-Thedford Knights. After an 
intense game, the Coyotes pulled 
away with the win with a score of 
34-29. Trent Geiser had a big night 
with 236 rushing yards, followed by 
Troy Gilligan with 90 yards. Tyler 
Chandler led the defense in tack-
les with 15. Gilligan contributed 
14 tackles, while Geiser and Kylen 
Thompson added 12 each.

 The Coyotes then took on 
the Overton Eagles on October 
10th. The Eagles put up a fight but 
the Coyotes continued their unde-
feated season with the win, 50-38. 
Gilligan had 8 completions for 229 
yards. Collin Safranek was the lead-
ing receiver with 95 yards, followed 
by Shaun Christen with 78. Geiser 
led in rushing yards with 193, and 
Thompson led the defense in tack-
les with 20, followed by Geiser with 
17 and Gilligan with 16.
 On October 17th, the Coy-
otes traveled to S-E-M to face the 
Mustangs. The Coyotes dominated 
throughout the game, winning 70-
21. Gilligan led the passing yards 
with 8 completions, 2 touchdowns 
to Keenan Stupka and 1 touch-
down pass to S. Christen. Cameron 

Downey led in rushing yards with 
93, followed by Geiser with 76. Seth 
Spanel led in defensive tackles with 
10, followed by Geiser with 9 and 
Thompson with 8. The defense also 
came away with 3 interceptions by 
Gilligan, Safranek, and Downey.

 The Coyotes faced the Ea-
gles on October 23rd.  The Coyotes 
came out with a win, 70 to 32.  The 
rushing attack was led by Gilli-
gan with 233 yards, following was 
Geiser with 137 yards.  Gilligan 
completed 9 passes out of 16.  S. 
Christen and Safranek had the most 
receiving yards with a total of 158 
yards, each with a touchdown.  Gil-
ligan led in defensive tackles with 
18, followed by Geiser with 16, and 
Thompson with 13.  With the win, 
the Coyotes went undefeated with a 
8 and 0 regular season.  The Coy-
otes are number 1 seed in the west 
bracket.  The Southwest Roughrid-
ers will travel to Merna on October 
30th.



Volleyball
By: Ashley Miller and Tami Myers

 On September 30th, the 
Lady Coyotes traveled to Dun-
ning to play in a triangular with 
Sandhills-Thedford Lady Knights 
and the Twin Loup Lady Wolves. 
To begin the triangular, the Lady 
Coyotes took on the Lady Knights. 
After a tough battle, the Lady 
Coyotes fell short in two sets, 12-25 
and 22-25. Kelsey Thompson led 
the team with 4 kills. Brathe My-
ers contributed to the score with 2 
ace serves. The Lady Coyotes then 
played the Lady Wolves but lost 17-
25 and 16-25. Megan Christen had 
4 kills and Thompson ended with 1 
serve ace.

 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
back to Dunning on October 3rd to 
face the Lady Knights. A-M fought 
a hard battle but ended with a loss 
in 3 sets, 17-25, 15-25, and 20-25. 
B. Myers led the team with 2 serve 
aces and Christen led the team with 
15 digs.
 On October 7th, the Lady 
Coyotes faced the Lady Longhorns 
from Burwell in Merna. The Lady 
Coyotes worked hard but fell short 
in 3 sets, 21-25, 6-25, and 22-25. 

Christen led the team with 3 serve 
aces. Thompson ended the night 
with 14 digs.
 On October 16th, the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Taylor for the 
MNAC to face the Twin Loup 
Wolves. The Lady Coyotes fought 
hard but came out with a  loss in 3 
sets. 22-25, 25-18, and 14-25. Tami 
Myers lead the team with 2 serve 
aces. Ashley Markham was close 
behind with 1 serve ace. Megan 
Christen led the team with 7 kills, 
followed by T. Myers, Renae Finney, 
and Markham all with 3 kills each. 
Kenzie McMullen led the team with 
2 blocks.
 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
to Broken Bow for their second 
game of MNAC against Cody-Kil-
gore on October 18th. The Coyotes 
won in 2 sets 25-17 and 26-24. 
Brathe Myers led the team with 3 
serve aces. Finney and T. Myers 
led with 4 kills each. Christen had 
11 serve receives and Finney had 2 
blocks.

 On October 21st the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Litchfield for a 
tournament. The Lady Coyotes first 
played against Ansley Litchfield. 
The Coyotes suffered a devastat-
ing loss in 2 sets. 19-25 and 2-25. 
Christen led the team with 2 kills. 
B. Myers and Markham had 2 serve 
aces each. T. Myers led with 9 digs. 
Their next game was against Am-
herst. The Lady Coyotes lost in 2 
sets 13-25 and 19-25. Finney led 
the team with 3 kills. Christen led 
the team with 11 digs and Finney 
had 2 blocks.
 On October 23rd the Lady 
Coyotes had a home game against 
Brady. The Lady Coyotes lost in 3 
sets 11-25, 7-25, and 13-25. T. My-
ers led the team with 2 serve aces. 
McMullen and T. Myers led the 
team with 3 kills each. Christen and 
B.Myers each had 15 serve receives. 
Sydney wells had 30 sets and T. 
Myers ended with 20 digs.
 On October 28th, the Lady 
Coyotes played a Triangular at 
home. The Lady Coyotes faced 
Mullen first. They played hard, but 
fell short of a win, 17-25 and 18-25. 
Christen led the team with 2 serve 
aces. Thompson and Markham led 
the team with 3 kills each, and T. 
Myers and Christen led the team 
with 12 digs each. After the senior 
players and parents were recog-
nized, the Lady Coyotes played 
South Loup. Despite a tough battle 
the Lady Coyotes lost 23-25 and 16-
25. Christen, Thompson, B. Myers 
and Markham led the team with 1 
serve ace each, and McMullen led 
the team with 3 kills.



Cross Country
By: Troy Gilligan

Golf
By: Troy Gilligan

JH Volleyball
By: Aaron Furrow

JH Football
By: Aaron Furrow

 The junior high volleyball 
team has continued to have a suc-
cessful season with a win over the 
Ansley-Litchfield Lady Spartans. 
On October 6th, the Lady Coy-
otes won with a three set victory, 
8-25, 25-22, 25-22. The B team also 
played and won, 25-16, 19-25, 15-
13. 
 The Lady Coyotes trav-
eled to Callaway for a tournament 
on October 11th. The girls had a 
successful day ending 2-1. The first 
game was against the South-Loup 
Lady Bobcats. The Lady Coyotes 
beat the Lady Bobcats in a two 
set win, 25-14, 25-7. Their next 
game was against the Twin-Loup 
Lady Wolves. The Lady Coyotes 
beat Twin-Loup 25-21, 25-22. The 
Lady Coyotes made it all the way 
to the championship game where 
they played the South-Loup Lady 
Bobcats. The Lady Coyotes lost to 
South-Loup in another close match 
25-23, 12-25, 8-15. 
 The Lady Coyotes came up 
with another win when they faced 
the Stapleton Lady Broncos. The 
girls won in two sets 25-13, 25-9. 
The B team came up short with a 
loss to the Lady Broncos, two sets 
to one. The scores were 18-25, 
25-22, 11-15. 

 On September 29th, Lib-
bie Cramer competed in the UNK 
cross country meet. Cramer placed 
4th with a time of 21:01. Unfortu-
nately no one else competed due to 
injury. 
 On October 2nd, Cramer 
earned 3rd place at the Gothenburg 
Cross Country with a time of 20:02. 
 Cramer then went to Atkin-
son on the 16th of October to com-
pete at Districts. Cramer got a 2nd 
place medal and a trip to the State 
Cross Country meet in Kearney.
 On Friday, October 24th, 
Cramer competed in the State 
Cross County meet. Cramer placed 
11th with a time of 20:34.

 On October 2nd, Taya Klein 
competed in the Southwest Confer-
ence golf meet. This meet was held 
in Broken Bow. Klein shot a 117 
during this meet. 
 On Monday the 6th, Taya 
competed in the district meet in 
Lexington. Klein shot a 113 during 
districts. This was Taya’s last meet 
of the 2014 golf season.

 The Anselmo-Merna ju-
nior high football continued their 
season with a game on Septemem-
ber 29th in Overton. The Coyotes 
fought hard but came up short with 
another loss. Scores were unavail-
able for this game.   
 The next game was held in 
Merna on October 2nd. The Coy-
otes fell in a tough match against 
the Mullen Broncos. The score was 
16-40. 
 The Coyotes then traveled 
to Stapleton to face yet another 
talented team. The Broncos beat 
our Coyotes in a score of 2-52.  
 The next game of the season 
was played against the Ansley-Li-
tchfield Spartans. The Coyotes lost 
in a heartbreaker and the score was 
20-22. 
 The final game of the season 
was held on October 20th against 
Twin-Loup. The Coyotes lost in an-
other hard fought game. This game 
brought the end of the season.



Pumpkin Patch

 In the month of October, the Preschool, Junior Kindergarten, Kindergarten and First Grade classes all got 
to take a short trip to the pumpkin patch at Fox Seasonal Farms. The students got to take a hay rack ride, learn 
about how pumpkins grow, hear a couple of fun pumpkin stories and play at the patch. They enjoyed the bounc-
ing ponies, corn pit, tri-cycle track, slide, the all new hay jump and of course the pumpkin cannon!



Third Grade Field Trip
On October 21st, the 3rd grade class had the opportunity to visit Adams Land and Cattle for a field trip.  Once 
we arrived, we were weighed using the same scale as the corn trucks that deliver loads to the feedlot.  The class 
weighed a whopping 1,520 pounds!  Later we saw a cow that weighed almost as much as our entire class!  We 
were able to visit the processing barn where we learned about the trials that certain cows are part of, and we got 
to watch the cows go through the intricate trolley system.  Then we visited the buildings that mixed all of the 
food for the cows and we ooh’d and aah’d at the monstrous corn pile.  Throughout our field trip the kids had 
many questions and were very interested in learning.  Adams Land and Cattle truly is a magnificent operation, 
and the third graders are looking forward to the classroom lesson in the future so they can learn even more!  A 
special thanks to Stephanie Miller, Will Druery, Melissa Wells, and all of the wonderful workers at Adams’ that 
helped with our field trip!



A Great Start at A-M!
Jason Mundorf

Superintendent/Elementary Principal

 Where did the first nine weeks go?  It seems like yesterday we were welcoming staff and students back to 
school for another school year and in the blink of an eye, our first nine weeks term ended last week, our football 
team plays its final regular season game on Thursday with Brady, the volleyball team is preparing for the sub-dis-
trict tournament next week, our cross country team finished their season with a great performance by Libbie 
Cramer at the state meet, we had several competitions in FFA, and our One-Act teams are busy preparing for 
competition.  We enjoyed another great “Color Week” a month ago with the coronation of Kylen Thompson and 
Libbie Cramer as our Color Night King and Queen respectively. If you’re like the Mundorf ’s, your children are 
well into the routine of school, are studying for tests and completing assignments nightly, and you are starting to 
think about basketball, wrestling, and the winter activities!  And as parents, you are thinking where did the time 
go??
 With the passage of the first nine weeks came first quarter report cards and parent-teacher conferences.  
Hopefully, you were able to attend a conference with your child’s teacher, but if not, the teachers are great about 
meeting with parents anytime to discuss student progress.  Please reach out to your child’s teacher by phone, 
e-mail, or in person if you ever have any questions about what’s happening in your child’s class.  The end of the 
quarter also gives students a new chance to work on and improve grades in the second quarter.  The two quarters 
are averaged for an overall semester grade.  This means your child has a new start to improve their grade average 
and bring up any grades they and you weren’t happy with.  
 We are off to a great start this school year and we have enjoyed working with your children.  Please don’t 
hesitate to contact the teachers and staff, Mr. Max, or me if we can help continue to make your child’s experience 
at Anselmo-Merna a positive one!


