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Color Week
By: Ashley Miller

 Anselmo-Merna celebrated 
color week the week of September 
22nd through September 26th. 
The theme for this year was, “Can’t 
Touch This.”
 To show school spirit, 
students in grades 9-12 decorated 
hallways to reflect the theme. In the 
end, the freshman class was deter-
mined the winner for best hallway. 
Students school wide dressed up 
on themed days throughout the 
week. On Monday, sleepy students 
showed off their best pajamas. 
Tami Myers and Kenzie McMullen 
won for best pajamas. On Tuesday, 
the school saw several different 
characters wandering the halls. 
Aaron Furrow, who dressed as 
Mr. Fredrickson from the movie 

UP, and Jalea Chandler, dressed 
as Jessie from Toy Story 2, were 
voted the best dressed. Wednesday 
brought out an array of colors for 
rainbow day. Taya Klein and Tier-
nan Mach took home 1st place. 
Thursday brought double trouble 
with twin day. Ashley Markham 
and Kelsey Thompson were picked 
as the winners with their hotdog 
costumes, and on Friday the school 
showed pride through wearing red 
and coyote apparel.
 After an extremely suc-
cessful football game, students and 
community members gathered in 
the gym to watch the Color Night 
ceremony. The announcers were 
Vanessa Hoard and Kolton Russell. 

Crowners were Ashley Markham 
and Conor McKenney. Crown 
Bearers were Taynen Mach, Ashley 
Miller, and Colin Lambertson. The 
Junior Attendants were Troy Gilli-
gan and Sydney Wells. Elementary 
Pages were Kyra Schmidt and Jhett 
Cramer. The Queen attendants were 
Tami Myers, Tracie Myers, and 
Kelsey Thompson. King attendants 
were Doug Finney, Trent Geiser, 
and Justin Wells. Elizabeth Cramer 
and Kylen Thompson were crowned 
the 2014 Color Night Queen and 
King.



FFA
By: Sadie Littell

 On September 4th, Ashley 
Markham, Trent Geiser, Doug Fin-
ney and Justin Wells participated 
in a range judging competition in 
Sargent. 
 “I felt the range judging 
competition was very education-
al and helpful on our conquest to 
Curtis,” said Kylen Thompson.
 On September 18th, the 
FFA students traveled to Lexing-
ton to compete in range judging. 
Shelby Spanel placed 16th and Jalea 
Chandler placed 45th as individu-
als out of 200 people in the junior 
division. The teams had a successful 
day. Out of 26 senior division teams 
overall, the team of Trent Geiser, 
Kylen Thompson, Doug Finney and 
Shaun Christen placed 10th. Justin 
Wells, Kelsey Thompson, Mitch-
ell Burnett, and Ashley Markham 
made up a team that finished 13th. 
Kolton Russell, Conor McKenney, 
Tami Myers, and Michaella Olson 
placed 14th as a team. The junior 
division teams also saw success. 
Shelby Spanel, Lane West, Jacob 
McIntosh, and Jalea Chandler 
placed 13th, and the team of Doran 
Kolasa, Sadie Littell, Megan Chris-
ten, and Cameron Gibson placed 
27th out of 45 teams. Mr. Dunbar 
also competed and received a blue 
ribbon and 2nd place.
 “Overall, I was pleased with 
the improvement from one contest 
to the next,” said Mr. Dunbar. “I 
thought all the contests represented 
range land that our kids are used 
to seeing and it gave them practical 
and real life opportunities of range 
management.”

Doughnuts with Dads

Vanessa Hoard
What are your future plans?
I plan to attend Mid Plains to 
become an ultrasound tech.

Who was your high school crush?
Conor McKenney

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?
Living either in Custer County or 
Lincoln with two kids.

If you could change something from 
your high school experience, what 
would it be?
I would definitely try harder in my 
past classes.

Describe your perfect meal:
My perfect meal is spaghetti night 
with Ashley Miller.

Who was your best friend through-
out high school?
My three best friends are Ashley 
Miller, Taylor Adams, and Jordan 
White.

Which of your accomplishments 
makes you most proud?
I lost 40 pounds which is a great 
accomplishment.

What is one of your biggest fears?
To never find the love of my life. 
Even though it sounds cheesy it is 

Senior Spotlight
By: Aaron Furrow

 Doughnuts with Dads was 
held on September 16th at 7:30 
a.m. This get-together was held 
to encourage and promote father-
ly figures being involved in the 
school lives of their children. The 
program was well attended and all 
120 doughnuts were gone by the 
end of the 30 minute span. Overall, 
the activity was a success and staff, 
students, and parents are excited for 
future events.



Senior Spotlight
By: Aaron Furrow

What college do you plan to attend?
Chadron State

What is your intended major?
Elementary Education

Who was your high school crush? 
Trey Gilligan

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?
Teaching and coaching in a small 
school.

Describe your perfect meal?
Prime rib, cheesy potatoes, and 
homemade rolls.

If you could be the best at any one 
thing, what would you choose?
Basketball

the truth.

What will you miss most about A-M?
Listening to Colin Lambertson get 
in trouble, and Ashley Milller.

Kelsey Thompson

Who was your best friend through-
out high school?
Ashley Markham

Which of your accomplishments 
makes you most proud?
Getting an honorable mention in 
the Omaha World Herald for 
basketball.

What will you miss most about A-M?
My friends

Junior High Sports
By: Collin Safranek

 The junior high volleyball 
team began their season on Sep-
tember 8th with a triangular with 
Ansley/Litchfield and Twin Loup. 
The A team beat Twin Loup in two 
sets, 25-18 and 25-20. The B team 
went one and one, 24-26 and 25-12. 
The A team then played Ansley/Li-
tchfield and lost, 2 to 1. The scores 
were 11-25, 25-8, and 4-15.  To fin-
ish the triangular, the B team then 
took on the Lady Warriors. Unfor-
tunately, the Lady Coyotes lost all 
three sets, 19-25, 22-25, and 10-25.
 The Lady Coyotes faced the 
Arcadia/Loup City Lady Rebels on 
September 11th.  The A team won 
both sets, 26-24 and 25-14.  The 
B team fell short two sets, 17-25 
and 8-25.  The C team played one 
set against the Lady Rebels but fell 
short of a win, 13-25.
 On September 15th, the 
Lady Coyotes traveled to Arnold to 
face the South Loup Lady Bobcats.  
The A team won both sets, 25-18 
and 25-11. The B won one out of 
three, 25-23, 18-25 and 13-25.  

 The junior high football 
team began their season on Sep-
tember 15th. The boys faced off 
against the South Loup Bobcats. 
After a tough game, the Coyotes fell 
short of a win with the final score 
16 to 32.

Football

Volleyball

Golf
By: Aaron Furrow

 Taya Klein, the lone A-M 
golfer, has participated in two golf 
meets so far this fall. Her first meet 
was held in Ainsworth where she 
shot a 114. 
 Unfortunately, Taya suffered 
a shoulder injury and was forced 
to sit out from golf. However, Taya 
was able to come back and compete 
in the Grand Island meet where she 
shot a 105, her personal best. 
 On September 30th, Taya 
traveled to Cozad for her next 
golf meet. She was met with great 
success and earned a medal for her 
10th place finish with a 119. 
 

Cross Country
 This year, two junior high 
students are competing in cross 
country. Tiffany Myers and 
MaShayla Burnett have been active 
with the team. Stats were unavail-
able for these students.



Volleyball
By: Tami Myers

 The Lady Coyotes started 
the season on September 4th, in 
Ansley with a triangular against 
Ansley/Litchfield and Twin Loup. 
The Lady Coyotes fell short of a win 
against Ansley/Litchfield in 2 sets, 
9-25 and 16-25. Kenzie McMullen 
and Megan Christen led the team 
with 3 kills each. The Coyote’s next 
game was against Twin Loup. The 
Lady Coyotes fought hard and 
came out with a win in 3 sets, 18-
25, 25-21, and 25-23. McMullen 
led the team with 4 kills, and Tami 
Myers led the team with 4 aces.
 On September 5th, the Lady 
Coyotes traveled to Stapleton to 
play the Lady Broncos. In a game of 
5 sets the Lady Coyotes won in 3, 
28-26, 25-10, and 25-18. McMullen 
led the team with 9 kills, and Chris-
ten led the team with 2 ace serves.
 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
back to Ansley for another trian-
gular on September 9th. The girls 
faced off against Pleasanton first. 
They came out with a win in 3 sets, 
25-14, 22-25, and 25-16. T. Myers 
had 7 kills, and McMullen and Syd-
ney Wells led in serve aces with 3 
each. The girls then played Ansley/
Litchfield. The Lady Coyotes fought 
hard but lost in 2 sets, 10-25 and 
13-25. Renae Finney led the team 
with 2 kills and Ashley Markham 
had 4 set assists.
 On September 13th, the 
Lady Coyotes traveled to Callaway 
to participate in the Seven Valley 

Tournament. The ladies played 3 
games earning 4th place out of 8 
teams. The first game was against 
Medicine Valley. The Lady Coyotes 
won in 2 sets, 25-17 and 25-14. 
T. Myers and McMullen led the 
team with 2 kills each. Christen led 
the team with 6 serve aces. Their 
next game was against Sandhills/
Thedford. The Lady Coyotes lost 
in 2 sets, 7-25 and 15-25. Kelsey 
Thompson led the team with 3 
kills. Christen led the team with 
1 serve ace. Their last game was 
against Twin Loup. The girls fought 
hard but fell in 3 sets, 25-23, 21-25, 
and 15-25. Thompson had 5 digs. 
Markham finished with 2 set assists 
and T. Myers led the team with 2 
serve aces.
 On September 18th, the 
Lady Coyotes had a home game 
against Spalding Academy. They 
fell short of a win in 3 sets, 9-25, 
18-25, and 17-25. McMullen led the 
team with 4 kills, and T. Myers and 
Brathe Myers led the team with 1 
serve ace each.

 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
to Elwood to play the Lady Pirates 
on September 19th. The Lady Coy-
otes worked hard but came out with 
a loss in 3 sets, 18-25, 11-25, and 

13-25. S. Wells and Christen led the 
team with 2 serve aces each.
 On September 23rd the 
Lady Coyotes hosted a quad. For 
their first game, the Lady Coyotes 
faced off against the South Loup 
Lady Bobcats. The ladies fell in 2 
sets, 11-25 and 7-25. S. Wells led 
the team with 1 serve ace, and 
Thompson had 7 digs. The team 
then played their next game against 
Amherst. They fought hard but it 
wasn’t enough, ending with a loss 
in 2 sets, 21-25 and 19-25. T. Myers, 
Markham, and S. Wells led the 
team with 1 serve ace each.
 The Lady Coyotes traveled 
to Brady for the Brady Tourna-
ment on September 27th. The girls 
finished 6th out of 8 teams. Their 
first game was against Mullen end-
ing with a loss in 2 sets, 13-25 and 
7-25. Finney and T. Myers led the 
team with 2 kills each, and Thomp-
son led the team with 1 serve ace. 
The Lady Coyotes’ next game was 
against Stapleton. The girls played 
hard and came out with a win in 2 
sets, 25-17 and 25-21. Finney led 
the team with 7 kills and Markham 
had 8 digs. The Lady Coyotes’ third 
and final game was against South 
Loup. The girls fought hard but 
came out with a loss in 2 sets, 22-25 
and 14-25. Christen and Finney led 
with 3 kills each, and B. Myers led 
the team with 2 serve aces.



Football
By: Troy Gilligan

 

 The Anselmo-Merna foot-
ball team started their season 
against the Stapleton Broncos on 
September 5th. The Coyotes earned 
their first win with a score of 58-22. 
The rushing attack was led by Trent 
Geiser who carried the ball 26 
times for 106 yards. Keenan Stupka 
pitched in 38 yards on 2 carries. 
Troy Gilligan went 5 for 9 through 
the air for 159 yards. Geiser also led 
the team in tackles with 20 tackles. 
Gilligan, Stupka, and Tyler Chan-
dler each had 12 tackles. Collin 
Safranek came away with an inter-
ception during the game. 
 The Coyotes continued their 
season with a win over the Ber-
trand Vikings on September 12th. 
The Coyotes outscored the Vikings 
64-40. Geiser led the rushing attack 
with 225 yards on 28 carries. Stupka 
contributed 133 yards on 10 carries. 
Gilligan went 6 for 12 through the 
air for 174 yards. Stupka had 5 re-
ceptions for 146 yards. Geiser also 
led the team in tackles with 12 and 
Kylen Thompson had 11 tackles. 

 On September 19th, the 
football team took on the Elwood 

Pirates. Both teams were rated in 
the top 10 in D-2. The Coyotes 
came away with an 80-52 win. Geis-
er led the rushing attack with 387 
yards on 27 carries. Gilligan had 96 
yards on 16 carries and went 2 for 
6 in passes for 26 yards. Thompson 
and Gilligan led the team with tack-
les with 12 each. Geiser, Safranek, 
and Chandler also added in 10 
tackles. 

 On September 26th, the 
Coyotes took on the Pleasanton 
Bulldogs. The Coyotes continued 
their undefeated season with a 
score of 90-36. Leading the rushing 
attack was Geiser with 269 yards 
on 17 carries. Cameron Downey 
pitched in 103 yards on 13 carries. 
Safranek was the leading receiver 
with 2 catches for 18 yards. Geiser 
also led the team in tackles with 15, 
while Thompson added 11 tackles. 
The Coyote defense had 4 intercep-
tions in which they took back for 
touchdowns. Chandler had a pick 
six, Gilligan had 2, and Thompson 
had one. Next week the Coyotes 
take on the Sandhills-Thedford 
Knights.

Cross Country
By: Ashley Miller

 The A-M Cross Coun-
try team started their season 
with a meet on September 4th 
in Ainsworth, Elizabeth Cramer, 
Jadyn Stover, and Tracie Myers 
competed. Overall, Cramer placed 
1st. 
 Stover, Cramer, and Myers 
then competed in Broken Bow on 
September 13th. Cramer placed 
6th. 
 On September 18th, the 
team traveled to Ord to run. 
Cramer and Stover competed, with 
Cramer finishing 2nd. 
 The UNK meet was held in 
Kearney on September 29th.
 Cramer and Stover competed. 
Cramer placed 4th overall. 
 Overall stats were unobtain-
able for the meets.



 “What are you going to do with your life?”  This is a question many of us have asked our kids, educators 
have asked kids, or maybe you’ve internally asked yourself at some point.  The decisions of what profession to 
seek and to know if you are on the right track is a tough endeavor for many students.  Educationally, both on a 
national and local level, there has been increased emphasis on developing career training, exposure, internships, 
and opportunities for students to develop interest and skills in professions of their choice earlier.  The hope with 
this exposure is students will pair their interests and skills with job opportunities and careers available.
 Locally, with the efforts of all of the school districts in Custer County, interested business partners, and 
the Custer Economic Development organization led by Melissa Garcia, we have partnered to start CAPABLE, 
an organization designed to provide students with various opportunities to experience the career opportunities 
available in Custer County in a variety of fields.  CAPABLE is led by our executive director, Jenny Fox, under 
the guidance of the CAPABLE board of directors.  Under Mrs. Fox’s direction, our 9th and 10th grade students 
have already experienced a career day where they visited several local businesses and heard from local leaders 
on the opportunities available in their organizations.  Future field trips, career fairs, guest speakers, and potential 
internships are on our agenda for bringing our students and community business leaders together with the hopes 
of allowing business leaders to identify talented students they would like to see in their organization and students 
to realize the opportunities in Custer County.  The organization’s long-term goal is to bring back students back to 
Custer County to fill the needed positions with talented people.
 At Anselmo-Merna, we are excited to partner in this opportunity and we hope your business will be-
come a focus point for our students and school.  Mrs. Fox is always looking for interested partners and ways to 
improve the CAPABLE program.  If you would like to participate in any way, please don’t hesitate to contact her 
at (308) 870-0685.  At the very least, please encourage your child to attend the career fair/career awareness days 
or give Jenny and I ideas for ways to support our career development efforts.  I look forward to the day where 
A-M graduates return to make a positive impact on the local community supporting their families and our local 
economic development!
 

Finding the Right Path
By: Jason Mundorf, Superintendent/Elementary Principal


